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Called To Be Saints

Romans 1.7

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhisepigtleto the Romans, Paul said hewas “cdled to be an gpostle’ -Ro 1:1
a. l.e, he was summoned to be an gpostle, one sent by Jesus for a specia purpose
b. That purpose involved the gospd, which Paul was sent to proclaim to the nations- Ro 1:1,5

2. All Chridianslikewise have thar “cdling”...
a Wearethe“cdled of Jesus Chrigt” - Ro 1:6
b. Weare“caled to besaints’ -Ro 1.7
3. Theterm “sant” isfrequently misunderstood and misapplied...
a.  Onemight get the wrong impression of what Paul is saying
b. A proper understanding isimportant, serving as motivation for proper conduct

[So let usask our first question: What isa “saint”...7)

|. THE DEFINITION OF A SAINT

A. ONE SET APART, CONSECRATED, HOLY ONE...

1. “Theword mean set apart, consecrated, sacred...In the NT the word hagios, when used as
anoun, usudly refers to members of the...church. All believers are caled ‘saints,” even
when their character is dubioudy holy.” - Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia

2. “A NT bdiever, beonging exclusvely to God. The saints are the church, people caled out
of theworld to be God's own people.” - Zondervan Topical Bible

3. “Set gpart for God, to be, asit were, exclusvely His...this gppellation is very often in the
NT transferred to Chrigtians, as those whom God has selected out of the world” - Thayer

4. “Itisused of men and thingsin so far asthey are devoted to God. These are cdled hagoi,
sants, i.e, ‘sanctified’ or *holy ones” This sainthood is not an attainment, it is a ate into
which God in grace cdls men” - Vine

B. APPLIED TO ALL CHRISTIANS...
1. Summarizing what these sources sy, a“sant” is.
a. A Chrigtian, amember of the body of Chrigt
b. Assuch, Christians are considered by God to be...
1) Set gpart, holy
2) Consecrated for His purpose
2. A quick survey of the NT confirms this definition and use of the term “saint”
a. Addressng thosein various congregations- Ro 1:7; 1 Co 1:2; 2Co 1:1; Ep 1:1;
Ph 1:1; Col:2
b. Describing the subjects of brotherly love - Ep 1:15; Co 1:4; Phile 4-7
3. A*sant” isnot some super-spiritud Chridtian...
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a. Now dead and having lived along time ago
b. Who is canonized and venerated as an object of worship
-- Indeed, every Christian isa saint!

[However, we find both now and then that not dl Chrigtians behave like saints. This raises the question:
How should saintslive...?]

II. THE LIFE OF A SAINT

A. ASDESCRIBED IN EPHESIANS...
1. Santsshould livein amanner worthy of their cdling - Ep 4:1
a. Wadkinginunity - cf. Ep 4:1-16
Waking in truth - cf. Ep 4.17-32
Wakinginlove- cf. Ep 5:1-7
wadkinginlight - cf. Ep 5:8-14
e. Waking inwisdom - cf. Ep 5:15-17
2. Sants should avoid things not befitting their cdling - Ep 5:3-4
a. Fornication, uncleanness, covetousness
b. Filthiness, foolish talking, coarse jesting
-- Saintsdriveto live thisway; they do not always live up to ther calling

oo o

B. ASDESCRIBED IN COLOSSIANS...
1. Saintsshould be filled with the knowledge of God' swill - Co 1:9
a. Involves agood knowledge of the Bible
b. Accompanied by wisdom and understanding (via prayer - Ja 1.5)
2. Saintsareto wak worthy of the Lord - Co 1:10
a. Weaecdledto be Chrigiansaswell assaints - cf. Ac 11:26
b. Our behavior should properly reflect the One whose name we wesar!
3. Santsaeto fully pleese Him - Co 1:10
a. By beng fruitful in every good work
b. By increasng in the knowledge of God
4. Sants areto be strengthened with dl might - Co 1:11
a. According to God' s glorious power - cf. Ep 3:16,20; 6:10,13
b. For dl patience and longsuffering with joy
5. Santsareto give thanksto the Father - Co 1:12-14
a. Hehasqudified usto be partakers of the inheritance of saints
b. Hehasddivered usfrom the power of darkness
c. Hehas conveyed usinto the kingdom of the Son of Hislove
d. He has provided redemption and forgiveness of ans, through His Son’s blood
-- Theepistleswerewritten to saints; from them we learn how saints ought to live!

[We noted that one reason saints are to be thankful is because God has qualified us to partakers of
“theinheritance of the saints’. Thisraisesathird question: What isthe hope of saints...?]

[1I.THE HOPE OF A SAINT
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A. RICH AND GLORIOQUS...
1. Which Paul wanted the saints at Ephesusto know - Ep 1:18
2. Which involves the exceeding riches of God'sgrace- Ep 2.7
3. Whichis presently reserved in heaven for us- 1 Pe 1:4
-- Paul and Peter describe our inheritancein general terms

B. NEW HEAVENSAND A NEW EARTH...

1. Promised by God, anticipated by Peter - 2 Pe 3:13-14
a. A future redm in which righteousness dwdls
b. Mativating usto live now in peace, without spot and blameless

2. Reveded by Jesus, described by John - Re 21:1-7
a.  Replacing the present earth and universe
b. Involving the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
c. Inwhich God will dwel with men, providing wonderful blessngs

-- Peter and John describe our inheritancein figurative terms

[Questions may remain asto the ultimate nature of the saints inheritance, but enough is reveded to
moativate us to become saints and live in amanner worthy of our cdling. Thisleads to our fourth and

find quedion: How do we become saints...?]

IV.THE BEGINNING OF A SAINT

A. CALLED BY THE GOSPEL ...
1. Webecome saints by being “called” - cf. Ro 1:7
a. Theideaof being “cdled’ isone of being “summoned”
b. But wearenot cdled or summoned by asmdl Hill voice, or bolt of lightning
2. Weae“cdled’ by thegospd -2 Th 2:14
a. God cals people by the gospd
b. For the obtaining of the glory of our Lord

B. PRODUCED BY THE GOSPEL ...
1. Thegospd reveds God's plan for saving man from hissins
a. Withfactsto believe- eg., 1 Co 15:1-3
b. With commandsto obey - eg., Mk 16:16; Ro 10:9,10
c. With promisesto recelve - eg., Ac 2:38-39; R0 6:23
2. When people respond, they become saints
a. Saved and cdled by thegraceof God -1 Ti 1.9
b. Eventhough snners, aswerethe saintsin Corinth-1 Co 1:2; 6:9-11
3. Every timethe gospd is preached, God is cdling people to become saints
a.  Thosewho hear are exhorted to obey
b. Thosewho obey are washed, sanctified, justified
c. Thosewho are sanctified are set gpart, consecrated for God' s purposg; i.e., sants

CONCLUSION

1. By the wonderful grace of God...
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a. We can be Hissaints, His holy ones, set apart for His purpose!
b. We can look forward to the wonderful inheritance reserved in heaven for usl

2. Ye assants, we must wak in amanner worthy of our caling...
a. We mus make our “caling and dection sure’ -2 Pe 1:10-11
b. Even Paul, cdled both asan “gpostle’ and a“saint”, redized the risk of his being rejected after
preaching to others- 1 Co 9:27

Areyou asant? You areif you have responded to the cdl of God through obedience to the gospe!!
Areyou living asasaint should? May the hope of saints mativate you to wak worthy of your caling!
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Finding A Way In The Will Of God

Romans 1:10

INTRODUCTION

1. “WhatisGod swill for my life?”
a. What devout person has not asked a question like this?
b. Often asked even pertaining to mundane things like on€' s career, where to live, etc.
--  How can welivein harmony with the will of God?

2. Paul mentioned his desireto live in harmony with God' s will...
a. Ashemade plansto vigt his brethren in Rome
b. Ashe prayed regarding such plans- cf. Ro 1:9-10
-- Hesought to “find away in the will of God” to cometo them

[Paul’ s comments provide an opportunity for usto consider some thoughts related to the will of God,
especidly on how to determine God' swill for our lives. It might be of benefit to first review some...]

|. FACETS OF GOD’SWILL

A. THERE ISGOD'SPROCLAIMED WILL...
1. God has made Hiswill known in many respects- eg., 1 Th 5:18; 1 Pe 2:15
2. ThisHe has done through revelation
a. By sending inspired prophetsinthe past - He 1:1
b. By sending Hisown Son-He 1:2
c. By having the Spirit guide the gpostles - Jn 16:12-13; e.g., 1 Co 14:36-37
3. Itisthisproclaimed will of God that we must do to be saved - cf. Mt 7:21
-- That which isessential to know, God hasrevealed through Scripture- 2 Ti 3:16-17

B. THERE ISGOD' SPROVIDENTIAL WILL...
1. God acts providentialy in our lives, asimplied in our text - cf. Ro 1:10; adso 15:32
2. For such reason we are to pray regarding our plans - cf. Ja 4:13-15
3. Our requests are answered as it may suit God' swill - ¢f. 1.Jn 5:14
--  Wemay not have certainty asto what is God’s providential will for us

C. THERE ISGOD'SPERMISSIVE WILL...
1. God dlowsthingsto happen that are not necessarily according to His desired will
2. He permits people to Sn and even hurt other people
a. Heisnot pleased, and will one day render judgment - Ac 17:30-31
b. Heisableto fulfill His own will, despite such rebdllion - cf. I sa 10:5-7
3. God permits people to do things that are indifferent to Him
a. There are some matters of indifference to God - e.g., Ro 14:5-6
b. Likewise, some decisions we make might not redly matter to God
-- Thusnot all choices please God, nor arethey necessarily required by God
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[With these thoughts in mind, let’s now consder some thoughts on...]

II. FINDING GOD'SWILL

A. FOCUSON THE PROCLAIMED WILL OF GOD...
1. l.e, study diligently to learn what God has reveded
a. If you don't embrace and practice the reveded will of God...
b. ...what difference doesit make to seek areas of God's will unknown to you?
2. Thevdue of focusng on the proclaimed will of God
a. Wewill not beignorant of what is essentia for usto know and do
b. We can avoid choicesthat are clearly contrary to God' s will

B. SEEK ADVICE FROM OTHERS...
1. Discussyour dterndtives with older, mature Christians - Pro 11:14; 12:15
2. Conault the wisdom found in the Bible (especidly in books like Proverbs, Ecclesiastes)

C. ASK GOD FOR WISDOM...
1. l.e, pray diligently for the ability to discern wisdly - Ja 1:5-8
2. Wigdomistha spiritud ingght that enables you to evauate Stuations clearly, and helps
utilize what options and &bilities you have
3. Use such wisdom to diminate what appears less acceptable

D. COMMIT YOUR WAY TO THE LORD...
1. Whatever you do, do it for the Lord's sake - cf. Psa 37:5-6,23-26
2. Makeyour plans subject to God' s will, both proclaimed and providentid - Ja 4:15
a. Give God permission to close the door on your choice if thet isHiswill
b. If He closesthe door on your choice, look for aternatives

E. OTHER THINGSTO REMEMBER...

God isnot like atrain; he is able to run on more than one track

A choice may not be between good and bad, but between good and better

God can use us in many different ways

If need not choose right away, walt; that will give you time to grow and gain wisdom
Whatever your hands finds to do in your exigting circumstances, do it with al your might

s owbdpE

CONCLUSION

1. Our god should beto “stand perfect and complete in dl the will of God” - cf. Co 4:12
a. Especidly asit pertainsto the proclaimed will of God
b. Even asmuch as posshblein the providentid and permissve will of God

2. Epaphras desirefor his brethren serves as agood example; as doesthat of our Lord...
a.  Who taught usto pray, “Your will be done on earth asit in heaven” - Mt 6:10
b. Who Himsdf prayed, “Not as | will, but as You will...” - Mt 26:39-42

Areyou seeking to “ find a way in the will of God” asit pertainsto the plansin your life?
Sermons From Romans 8




Mark A. Copeland

Not Ashamed Of The Gospel
Romans 1:14-17

INTRODUCTION

1. AsPaul began his grand epistle to the Romans, he wrote of his desire to see them...
a. Hisdiligent prayerstoward that end - Ro 1:9-10
b. Hisdedre to encourage them through mutud edification - Ro 1:11-12
c. Hisplansto come, that he might have some fruit among them - Ro 1:13

2. Hisdedreto see them was related to the gospd..
a. Which he served as an apostle of Christ - Ro 1:1
b. The good news concerning Jesus- Ro 1:3
c. Of which hewas not ashamed - Ro 1:16

3. Arewe ever ashamed of the gospd of Chrigt...?
a. Embarrassed to tell others about Jesus?
b. Could this be areason why many are not active in persond evangelism?

[Perhaps by examining how and why Paul was not ashamed of the gospel, we might be more diligent in
our effortsto share the good news of Jesus Chridt...]

. PAUL WASNOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

A. HOW HE WASNOT ASHAMED...

1.

Hefelt obligated to preach the gospel to everyone

a. To Greeks and barbarians (non-Greeks), to wise and unwise- Ro 1:14

b. Hisobligation due partly to favor God had shown him-1 Co 15:9-10; 1 Ti 1:12-14

Hewas ready to preach the gospel in Rome

a. Whaever opportunity was given him, hewould tekeit! - Ro 1:15

b. Even though his preference was to preach where Jesus had not been proclaimed before
- Ro 15:20

Paul showed that he was not ashamed by hiswillingness and prepar ednessto

preach the gospel anytime and anywher e!

B. WHY HE WASNOT ASHAMED...

1.

It isthe power of God to salvation

a. For everyone who believes, both Jew and Greek (Gentiles) - Ro 1:16

b. For it tells of Chrit, the power of God and wisdom of God - 1 Co 1:23-24

It revealstherighteousness of God in salvation

a. How thejus shdl live by fath-Ro 1:17

b. How God is both just and the judtifier of those who bedlievein Jesus - Ro 3:21-26
Because of its power and message, Paul was not ashamed to preach the gospel to
anyonewilling to listen!
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[From Paul, then, we should note severa reasonswhy...]

. WE SHOULD NOT BE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

A. THE GOSPEL REMAINSTHE SAME...

1.

It isstill God's power to save

a. The power to produce faith in the hearts of those who hear it - Ro 10:17

b. The power to produce fruit in those who hear and know the truth - Co 1:5-6

It still reveals God's righteousnessin salvation

a. How Jesusdied for our sns-1Co 15:1-4

b. How we can receive remisson of our Snsin Jesus through faith, repentance, and
baptism - Ac 2:36-38; 22:16

The passing of time has not weakened the power and message of the gospdl of

Chrigt!

B. THE NEED REMAINSTHE SAME...

1.

Soulsarein need of salvation

a. All havesnned - Ro 3:23

b. Thewagesof snisdeath - Ro 6:23

Both wise and foolish, both near and afar

a. Jesusisdill the only way to the Father - Jn 14:6

b. Hisgospd sill needs to be preached to every creature - Mk 16:15-16

The passing of time has not lessened the need and scope of the gospel of Christ!

[From the example of Paul, we can know the proper attitude and conduct of..]

1. THOSE NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

A. WILL FEEL A SENSE OF OBLIGATION...

1.

2.

To God who saved them

a. Arewe not thankful for what God has done for us?

b. Will this not affect how we live our lives? - cf. Ga 2:20

Tothose who arelost

a. Arewe not concerned about ther eternd destiny should they diein their Sns?

b.  Will this not move usto do something?- cf. 2 Co 5:11

Those not ashamed of the gospd will feel an obligation similar to Paul’s- Ro 1:14

B. WILL MAKE THEMSELVESREADY ...

1.

2.

To sharethe gospel asthey have opportunity

a. If uncertain wha to say, they will learn it (even rdearniit) - cf. 1 Pe 3:15; He 5:12

b. They will not rest until they have found some method, aids, or tools, whereby they can
communicate the gospel to others

c. Thenthey will belooking for “open doors’ to teach others- cf. 1 Co 3:5

To spread the gospd as they have opportunity

a. They may not bein apostion to go, but they can gtill send - cf. Ro 10:14-15; 3Jn 5-8
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b. They may not bein apaogtion to teach, but they can il invite - eg., Ac 10:24,33
c. Thenthey will belooking for “open doors’ to send - eg., Ph 4:15-16
--  Those not ashamed of the gospel will make themselvesready like Paul - Ro 1:15

CONCLUSION

1. Areyou ashamed of the gospe of Christ? You may be, if you are not...
a. Doing anything to share the gospd yoursdlf
b. Involvedin helping others to spread the gospd

2. 'You have no reason to be ashamed, it is dill the same gospe!!
a. With power to save the souls of men
b. Reveding the wonderful righteousness of God to save men

May we never be ashamed of the gospd, or of Jesus Himsdlf...
“For whoever isashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comesin the

glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (Mk 8:38)

“Yet if anyone suffersasa Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in thismatter.” (1 Pe 4:16)
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The Wrath Of God
Romans 1:18-32

INTRODUCTION

1. The Scriptures speak of the coming day of God'swrath...
a. Reveding the righteous judgment of God - cf. Ro 2:4-6
b. A day of judgment of the ungodly - cf. 2 Pe 3.7
- Inwhich the fullness of God’srighteousindignation is made known

2. The Scriptures also speak of how God' s wrath has alr eady come...
a. Reveded from heaven - Ro 1:18a
b. Agang dl ungodliness and unrighteousness of men - Ro 1:18b
-- Inwhich aforetaste of God’srighteousindignation is manifested

[Why does God manifest this “foretaste” of Hiswrath? How does He express His righteous indignation
even now, long before the day of judgment? Our text (Ro 1:18-32) provides the answers...]

. WHY GOD MANIFESTSHISWRATH

A. BECAUSE MAN STIFLESGOD’SREVEALED TRUTH...
1. By suppressang the truth in unrighteousness - Ro 1:18
a. Rgecting what istrue
b. Judifying what is ungodly and unrighteous
2. By spurning what God has reveded - Ro 1:19-20
a. Things about God that are manifest in man himsdf
1) E.g., man'sintdligence and persondity, implying the same of his Creator
2) E.g., man'ssense of ought, implying arighteous Crestor
b. Things about God that are manifest in creation around him - ¢f. Psa 19:1-2
1) Invishbleattributes of God, seen and understood by thingsthat are vishble
2) E.g., design and order of the universe imply eterna power and Deity
-- When man failsto listen to the beauty and design of the universethat declares
“God existsl”, God isangry!

B. BECAUSE MAN ISUNGRATEFUL AND FOOLISH...
1. Not being thankful to God - Ro 1:21a
a. Evenwhenthey knew Him
b. Yet faling to glorify Him as God
2. Becoming futile in their thoughts and foolish in their hearts - Ro 1:21b-23
a. The consequence of not glorifying God
b. Leadingto idolatry (the worship of creation instead of the Cresator)
1) E.g., making God into their own image
2) E.g., making God into theimage of other animate objects
C. Modern man has hisown idols
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1) E.g., secular humanism (worshipping sdif)
2) E.g., covetousness (worshipping money) - cf. Ep 5:5; Co 3:5

-- When man ceasesto be thankful to God, and esteems created things over Him,
then God isangry!

[The wreth of God at the last day will involve afiery end (cf. 2 Pe 3:10; 2 Th 1:7-9). God'swrath
being reveded today is more subtle, but terrible nonethdess...]

II. HOW GOD MANIFESTSHISWRATH

A. HE“GIVESMAN UP” TO MORAL UNCLEANNESS...
1. God“gavethem up’ (paradidomi) - Ro 1:24a

a

b.

No fire from heaven gtriking them down
But smply leaving man to his own desires

2. To (mord) uncleanness - Ro 1:24b

a

b.

In the lusts of their hearts (wherever their wicked hearts led them, cf. Mk 7:21-23)
Dishonoring their bodies among themsalves (in what way, see below)

3. Why? Because they exchanged the truth of God for thelie- Ro 1:25

a

b.

Worshipping and serving that which is created
Rather than He who is the Creator and worthy to be blessed forever

B. HE“GIVESMAN UP” TO VILE PASSIONS...
1. Agan, God “gavethem up’ (paradidomi) - Ro 1:26a

a

b.

No lightning from heaven griking one down
But smply leaving man to hisvile passons

2. Casein point, lesbianism - Ro 1:26b

a

b.

Women exchanging the natura use for what is againgt nature
Using bodies designed for procreation in ways that do not procreste

3. Ca=in paoint, homosexudity - Ro 127

a

b.

C.

Leaving the natural use of women (to procreste, to avoid fornication, cf. 1 Co 7:2)
Burning in thar lugt for one another, committing with men what is shameful
Receiving in themsdlves the pendlty of their error which was due (e.g., AIDS?)

C. HE*GIVESMAN UP” TO DEBASED MINDS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS...
1. Yetagan, God “gave them over” (paradidomi) - Ro 1:28

a

b.

Since they did not like to retain God in their knowledge
God gave them over to a debased mind, to do things not fitting

2. Theresult of being “given up’: being filled with al unrighteousness - Ro 1:29-31

a

ooo

e.

Wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness

Envy, murder, drife, deceit, evil-mindedness

Whisperers, backbiters, haters of God

Violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents
Undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful

3. They know the righteous judgment of God, that such are deserving of death - Ro 1:32

a

b.

Yet they Hill doit
And they gpprove those who do it
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CONCLUSION

1. God’swrathis manifested today by smply alowing man to go hisown way...
a. Tofollow the desires of his heart
b. Tofalow the passonsof hislusts
-- Stumbling in blind ignorance to increasing degrees of depravity - cf. Ep 4:17-19

2. God’smercy is manifested today for those willing to turn back to Him...
a.  Willing to acknowledge His revelation
1) That given through cregtion
2) Even more so that given through His Son! - cf. 1 Jn 4:9,10
b. Willing to be thankful to Him
1) With the attitude of gratitude - cf. Co 1:12; 2:7; 3:15,17; 4.2
2) Showing gratitude through repentance - cf. Ro 2:4

Are we thankful? Do we show it by turning from our sins and turning to God? If not, we have every
reason to fear the wrath of God - not just the day of judgment, but the consequence in thislife of God
amply “giving usup” to our own desred
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The Goodness Of God
Romans 2:4-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Many peoplelivethar liveswith little regard to the goodness of God...
a. Unaware of how gracious God has been and is willing to be toward them
b. Unaware of how their neglect will one day come back to haunt them

2. Have you given much thought to the goodness of God...?
a. The many blessngs He bestows?
b. The consequencesif you fail to respond properly?

[One passage of Scripture that ought to give us pause is the one writtenin Ro 2:4-11, in which Paul
expounds upon “ The Goodness Of God.” From ver se 4, we can glean some things aboi...]

|. THE NATURE OF HIS GOODNESS

A. HISRICHES...

Heisrichingrace-Ep 1.7

Heisrichinmercy - Ep 2:4

Heisrich in supplying need - Ph 4:19

Heisrichin giving thingsto enjoy - 1 Ti 6:17

Heisrich in the strength He provides the Chrigtian - Ep 3:16,21

a s wbdpE

B. HISFORBEARANCE...
1. “Forbearance” (anoche) means “aholding back” - | SBE
2. We see God' s forbearance...
a. Inthedaysof Israd - cf. Psa 78:38
b. Inour present day (snce the fullness of God' s wrath has yet to come)

C. HISLONGSUFFERING...
1. “Longauffering” (makrothumia) describes “adownessin avenging wrath” - Strong’s
2. We see God suffering long...
a. Inthedaysof Noah, prior to theflood - cf. 1 Pe 3:20
b. Inour present day, prior to the day of judgment - cf. 2 Pe 3:9-15a

[The Psamist summarizes well the nature of God' s goodness. “But You, O Lord, are a God full of
compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.” (Psa 86:15). As
we return to our text in Romans, we aretold of...]

II. THE PURPOSE OF HIS GOODNESS

A. SHOULD LEAD ONE TO REPENTANCE...
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1. God'sgoodnessisintended to cause man to repent - Ro 2:4

2. Based on Paul’ s description of repentance elsewhere, God' s goodness should produce...
a. Godly sorrow which leads to repentance - cf. 2 Co 7:9-10
b. A change of mind (the actud meaning of metanoia, repentance) - Strong’'s
c. A turnfromsnto God (as evidence of repentance) - cf. 2 Co 7:10-11

B. SHOULD LEAD ONE TO DO WHAT ISGOOD...
1. Asjust described, an indication of true repentance - cf. 2 Co 7:11
2. Aslater described in our text, it should lead to doing good...
a.  With patient continuance - Ro 2: 7a
1) Where God was longsuffering (makrothumia) before
2) Weareto do good patiently (hupomone) now - cf. Lk 8:15
b. Seeking glory, honor, immortdity - Ro 2:7b
1) Glory and honor that will come at the revelation of Jesus Christ - cf. 1 Pe 1:7; 2 Co
4:16-18
2) Immortdity (incorruption) that will be given a the sametime- 1 Co 15:51-54

[Thus “eternd life” will be given to those who are properly motivated by God' s goodness to repent and
do good (Ro 2:7). But what of those who spurn the riches of God' s goodness...?]

1. THE REJECTION OF HIS GOODNESS

A. INDICATIVE OF A HARD HEART...
1. For they despise God' s goodness - Ro 2:4
2. For they evidently are insengitive and unappreciaive of God's goodness- Ro 2:5
3. For they remain impenitent in their heart - Ro 2:5

B. STORESUPWRATH FOR THE DAY OF JUDGMENT...
1. Thewrath of God's righteous judgment - cf. Ro 2.5
2. A day of wrath involving indignation, tribulaion, and anguish - Ro 2:8-9a
3. A vivid description of whichisfoundin 2 Th 1:7-9

CONCLUSION

1. Suchisthe end of one who does not properly respond to God' s goodness...
a. Especidly asthat manifested through the gospel of Jesus
b. Which Paul will expound upon later in this epistle to the Romans

2. Asweclosg be careful to note: thereis no partidity with God! - Ro 2:9-11
a. Those who do evil will be punished
b. Those who do good will be blessed

Have you dlowed “ The Goodness Of God” to lead you to repentance, especidly thet repentance
cdled for in the proclamation of the gospel? - cf. Ac 2:36-39; 3:19; 17:30-31
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The Righteousness Of God Revealed
Romans 3:21-31

INTRODUCTION

1. A mgor themein the book of Romansis the righteousness of God...

a
b.

It is mentioned in connection with the gospd of Christ - Ro 1:16-17
It isthe mgor subject of discusson in chapters 1-11

2. The phrase “righteousness of God” can be understood in two ways...

a
b.

God's own persona righteousness (i.e., Hisjustice)
God's system of making man righteous (i.e., forgiving man of sin)
Both concepts are addressed in the book of Romans, but the latter in particular

3. Inchapters 1-3, Paul describes man's need for righteousness...

a
b.

How the Gentiles are in need of sdlvation - Ro 1:18-2:16
How the Jews are in need of salvation - Ro 2:17-3:20
Concluding that all theworld is guilty, even |srael who had the Law - Ro 3:19-20

[But now in our text (Ro 3:21-31), Paul explains how the righteousness of God has been reveded. It
was revealed in part even.. ]

|. BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS

A.

RIGHTEOUSNESS APART FROM LAW...
1. “A righteousness that does not spring from perfect obedienceto law “ - B. W. Johnson
2. “Inaway different from persond obedienceto thelaw.” - Bar nes
a. “It does not mean that God abandoned hislaw; or that Jesus Chrigt did not regard the
law, for he cameto “meagnify” it, (1sa 42:21) or that Snners after they arejudtified have
no regard to the law;” - Barnes
b. “But it means smply what the gpostle had been endeavoring to show, that judtification
could not be accomplished by personal obedience to any law of Jew or Gentile, and
that it must be accomplished in some other way.” - Bar nes
- l.e, asystem of judtification that does not depend upon one's perfect obedience

WITNESSED BY THE LAW...
1. How? Through shadows and figures (e.g., animd sacrifices) - He 10:1-4
a. Theneed for animd sacrifices showed that man’s perfect obedience was inadequate
b. Of course, animd sacrifices themselves were not adequate, but a shadow
2. How? Through prophetic utterances - Gen 15:6; 1sa 53:4-6,10-12; Hab 2:4
a. E.g., that Abraham’sfaith was reckoned for righteousness
b. E.g., that suffering Servant would bear our iniquities
c. Eg, that thejust would live by faith
-- God’sultimate system of justification (making onerighteous) was attested to
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throughout the law and the prophets!
[But what was witnessed through figures and prophetic utterances has now been fully reveded...]

II. BY THE GOSPEL AND THE APOSTLES

A. DEMANDSFAITH IN JESUS...

1. God'sway of making men righteous requires faith in Jesus Christ - Ro 3:22
a  Wemug bdievein Him, or diein our Sns-Jn 8:24
b. Wemus bdievein Him, if we desire eternd life- Jn 20:30-31

2. A way of savation available to dl who bdieve in Jesus - Ro 3:22-23
a. Thereisno difference (between Jaw and Gentile)
b. For dl have snned, and fal short of the glory of God (chapters 1-3)

-- Itisnot jus faith that saves, but faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins!

B. INVOLVESJUSTIFICATION BY GOD...
1. Offered fredy by His grace - Ro 3:24-25
a. Through redemption in Jesus (His blood, the purchase price) - Ep 1:6,7; 1 Pe 1:18-19
b. Jesus offered as a propitiation (a sacrifice to appease God' swrath) - 1 Jn 2:2; 4.10
2. Demondrating God's righteousness - Ro 3:25-26
a. Heisjust (righteous)
1) How could God be righteous when He had * passed over” sins previoudy
committed (the blood of animas did not truly remove sin)?
2) Heknew that Christ would one day bear the sins of the world! - cf. He 9:15
b. Heisthejustifier (the one who makes others righteous)
1) Hisgrace makes redemption possible!
2) Hispropitiation (Jesus) makes forgiveness possible!
-- Yet thisjudtification isonly for the one who hasfaith in Jesus! - Ro 3:26

C. ELIMINATESBOASTING BY MAN...
1. Excluded by the law of fath - Ro 3:27-30
a. One cannot boast about the worksthey do - cf. Lk 17:10
b. That fathisrequired impliesthat works cannot save
c. The“law of faith” (principle of faith) reveded that Christ’ s sacrifice was necessary
2. Edablishing the principle of law - Ro 3:31
a. Judification by faith does not render obedience obsolete - cf. He 5:9
b. Whether it was the Law of Moses under the Old Covenant, or the Will of Christ under
the New Covenant, God calls for obedience! - cf. Mt 28:20; Ti 2:11-12
c. “It doesnot mean that God abandoned hislaw; or that Jesus Christ did not regard the
law, for he cameto “magnify” it, (1sa 42:21) or that Snners after they are judtified have
no regard to the law;” - Barnes
--  God’'sway of making man righteous by an obedient faith eliminates boasting in
one sworks, while upholding God’s call for haly living!

CONCLUSION
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1. The mistake made by many Jews...
a. Bdieving their obedience and animd sacrifices (i.e., the Law) was dl they needed
b. Failing to heed the Law and the Prophets, who bore witness regarding God' s judtification - cf.
R0 10:1-4

2. The mistake many people make today...
a. Bdieving tha faith only saves, and obedience is not necessary
b. Failing to heed the gospd and the aposiles, that the faith which savesis an obedient faith - cf.
Ro 1:5; 6:17-18; 16:25-26

When oneis careful to note“ The Righteousness Of God Revealed” , they learn that God saves
those whose faith in Jesus prompt them to obey His Word. Their obedience does not earn or mer it

savation, but r eceives the grace of God who has given Jesus as the propitiation for their ans.

Has your faith in Jesus led you to obey HisWord? - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38; Re 2:10
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Shall We Continueln Sin?
Romans 6:1-23

INTRODUCTION

1. In Romans, Paul addresses the problem of sin...
a. Inthefirgt two and ahaf chapters, he demondratesthat dl have snned - cf. Ro 3:23
b. Inthe next two and ahaf chapters, he declares how we can be judtified through faith in Jesus
Chrigt - cf. R0 5:1-2
c. He concludes that where sn abounded, grace abounded much more - Ro 5:20-21

2. Paul then anticipates an erroneous inference...
a. “Let’'scontinuein gn, that grace may abound!” - Ro 6:1
a. A conclusonthat isrepulsveto him - Ro 6:2a

3. Today, many Chrigians may live in reference to sin as though they had the same idea...
a. Living asthough there is no need to be diligent in overcoming sin
b. Perhapsreasoning, “If | dn, | can smply confess and God will forgive’
-- |l.e, continuein sin that grace may abound!

4. Yet acareful sudy of the sixth chapter reveds why such athought is absurd...
a. Paul providesfour reasons why we should not continuein gn
b. When understood, they will prompt usto say with Paul: “Certainly not!”

[Shdl we continuein gn...?|

|. NO!WEDIED TO SIN! (2

A. WE WERE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM (3-4)
1. Baptismisaburid into the death of Chrigt
2. Baptism iswhere we were crucified with Chrigt - cf. Ro 6:6
3. Thus baptism (not repentance) iswhere we dieto Sin
-- Having been crucified with Christ should impact how welive - cf. Ga 2:20

B. WE CAN NOW WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE (4-5)
1. Jud as Chrigt rose from the grave, so we rise from baptism to wak in newness of life
2. Weare now anew cregtion in Christ - cf. 2 Co 5:17

C. WE ARE NO LONGER SLAVESOF SIN (6-7)
1. Thevery purpose of dying to sinin baptism, to be free from sn!
2. A point Paul will expound upon later

D. WE CAN NOW LIVE WITH CHRIST (8-10)
1. Chrig now lives with God in newness of life
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2. Becausewedied with Chrigt, so can we! - cf. Ep 2:4-6

[Theidea of being dive in Chrigt leads to Paul’ s second mgor point in response to the question “ Shal
we continue in Sn?"...]

II. NO! WE ARE ALIVE TO GOD! (11)

A. SINDOESNOT HAVE TO REIGN IN US (12)
1. Wewho were dead in 9n can now choose not let it reign in us!
2. Weareno longer debtorsto sin - cf. Ro 8:12-13

B. OUR BODIES CAN NOW BE INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (13)
1. We can present ourselvesto God...
a. Asdivefrom the dead
b. Asingruments of righteousnessto Him
2. l.e, wecan now glorify Him even with our bodies - cf. 1 Co 6:19-20

C. GOD'SGRACE FREESUSFROM SIN'SDOMINION (14)
1. Sinno longer needs to be our master
2. In Chrigt, we have been st free! - cf. Ro 8:1-2

[Thisfreedom isnot license to sin. On the contrary, consder Paul’ s third point in response to the
question “Shdl we continuein Sn?’...]

I11.NO! WE ARE TO BE SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS! (19)

A. WE ARE SLAVESTO WHATEVER WE OBEY (15-16)
1. Graceisnoexcusetosn
We are either daves of an, or daves of righteousness
If we continue in sin, we once again become daves of ain! - cf. Jn 8:34
For Chrigians to continue in sin makes things worse - cf. 2 Pe 2:20-22

Awbd

Weweredavesof Sn
But when we obeyed from the heart the doctrine (i.e., the gospd which commands
baptism), we were set free from sin
a. Notjust Sn’scondemnation - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16; Ro 8:1-2
b. Butdsogn'sdominion - cf. Ro 8:12-13
3. Wewere st free from sin so we could become daves of righteousness!

B. WE BECAME SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (17-18)
1.
2.

C. WE ARE TO SERVE RIGHTEOUSNESSLIKE WE ONCE SERVED SIN (19)
1. We previoudy offered our bodies as daves of Sin
2. So now offer our bodies as daves of righteousness for the purpose of producing holiness
- cf. 1 Pe1:14-16

[Findly, we note Paul’ s concluding point in response to the question “ Shdl we continuein Sin?’...]
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IV.NO! THE WAGES OF SIN ISDEATH! (23)

A. THE FRUIT OF SLAVERY TO SINISDEATH (20-21)

1. Theend of those endaved to Sinis “death”

2. Such *death” is separation from God
a. Livingin gn separates us from God now - cf. 1sa 59:1-2
b. Dyingin snwill separate usfrom for eternity - cf. Re 21:8

B. THE GRACE OF GOD OFFERSETERNAL LIFE (22-23)
1. By Hisgrace we have been st free from dan, viabaptiam! - Ro 6:2-14; cf. Ti 3:4-7
2. By Hisgrace we can now be daves to God, through continued obedience! - Ro 6:15-19
3. By Hisgrace we can bear the fruit of holiness, which in turn leads to eternd life! - Ro 6:22;
cf. 2:4-11
CONCLUSION

1. Shdl wecontinuein 9n?

a

b.

If we understand what Paul has written in this chapter...
..then we will cry out with him: “Certainly not!” (NKJV) - Ro 6:2,15

2. Paul’s strong response has been varioudy trandated...

T T oSQ 000 T

“It is not to be thought of!” (Knox)
“Not at dl!” (Williams)

“Thet befar fromud” (Conybeare)
“Of course not!” (Phillips)

“May it never bel” (NASB)

“Far beit!” (Rotherham)

“Never!” (Moffatt)

“By no meand” (Goodspeed, NRSV)
“Certainly not!” (NEB, NKJV)
“Heaven forbid!” (TCNT)

“God forbid!” (KJV, ASV)

May we develop the same response to taking sin lightly!

Have you been st free from gin...? Have you become endaved to sin once again...? Let the grace of
God deliver you from the guilt and power of sin by responding to the gospe of Jesus Chridt!
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God’'s Gift Of Eternal Life
Romans 6:22-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Anfamiliar verseisthat found at the end of Romans six...

“For the wages of sin isdeath, but the gift of God is eternal lifein Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Ro 6:23)

This passage is often used to suggest that eternd lifeis...

a. A gift given when one becomes a Chrigtian
b. A gift requiring no effort on the part of the recipient(s)

a

a
b.

It istrue that e sawhere we learn that....

Eternd lifeis described as a* present possession”, enjoyed now by the Chrigtian - 1 Jn 5:13
1) Referring to ardationship made possible by knowing God and Jesus - cf. Jn 17:2-3

2) A feature of that which Jesus describes as the “abundant life” - cf. Jn 10: 10

Salvation is not merited or earned - cf. Ti 3:4-7

1) Even though it does require obedience-He 5:9

2) The gospd contains that which must be obeyed - cf. 2 Th 1:8; 1 Pe 4:17

But in the context of Romans six, the gift of eternd life as described by Paul...

Is not a present possession, but something received at the end of lifel - cf. Ro 6:22
Is received not without effort, but as the result of aholy lifel - cf. Ro 6:22

[Aswe carefully consder ver se 22 dong with the rest of the chapter, note firgt that eternd lifeis...]

. GIVENTO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SET FREE FROM SIN

A.

BY DYING TO SIN...

-- Paul begins chapter six by revealing:

1. Onewho diesto sin should no longer liveinsin-Ro 6:1-2
2. Hewho has died has been freed fromsin- R0 6:7

IN BAPTISM...
-- Hethen explains how and when onediesto sin:
1. Where we are baptized into His death - Ro 6:3-4
2. Where we are united together in the likeness of His deeth - Ro 6:5
3. Where our old man was crucified with Him - Ro 6:6
a. That the body of sn might be done awvay with
b. That we should no longer be daves of dn

[ Those who have died to sin in baptism have been set free from sin. But now note that according to
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verse 22 eternd lifeis...]

II. GIVENTO THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME SLAVES OF GOD

A. NO LONGER SLAVESOF SIN...

wphE

Congder what Paul wrote:

We havediedtosn-Ro06:1-2

We now live with Chrigt - Ro 6:8-11

We are not to let sin reign and have dominion over us- Ro 6:12,14

B. NOW SLAVESOF RIGHTEOUSNESS...

wphE

Congder what isnow the duty of Christians:

We are to present ourselves to God as dive from the dead - Ro 6:13

We are to present our members as instruments of righteousness to God - Ro 6:13
We have become daves of righteousness through obedience - Ro 6:16-18

[As daves of God, we are now to be obedient daves of righteousness. From ver se 22 we learn that
eternd lifewill therefore be...]

I11.GIVEN TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE FRUIT OF HOLINESS

A. WHO WERE ONCE SLAVESOF SIN...

wnN PR

They were slaves of sin:

When they presented their members as daves of uncleanness and lawlessness - Ro 6:19
When they were free in regard to righteousness - Ro 6:20

When they produced shameful fruit leading to desth - Ro 6:21

B. WHO ARE NOW SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...

1.
2.

They are now slaves of righteousness:
For the purpose of holiness - Ro 6:19c
For the fruit leading to holiness - Ro 6:22

[Findly, from ver se 22 we learn that for those who have the fruit of holiness, eternd lifeis..]

IV.GIVEN AT THE END OF LIFE

A. AT THE END...

wphE

Eternal lifeisgiven to those:

Having died to Sn- Ro 6:22a,1-11

Having become davesto God - Ro 6:22b,12-18
Having had the fruit of holiness- Ro 6:22¢,19-21

B. ETERNAL LIFE...
--  Some observations concer ning that which comes at the end:

1.

Some trandaions say “everlagting life’ (KJV, NKJV), but it is the same expresson
trandated “eternd life’ in ver se 23
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2. Here Paul speaks of our “future hope’, given a the Judgment:
a.  Of which Jesus often spoke - Mt 25:46; Mk 10:29-30
b. AsPaul did esewhere-Ro 2:4-7; Ti 1:2; 3:7
c. Pertaining to that life with God we enter into in the age to come - cf. Re 21:3-7

CONCLUSION

1. Fromour study of the context of Ro 6:22-23, we have seen that eternd lifeis..

a

b
C.
d

Given to those who have been st free from sin

. Given to those who have become davesto God

Given to those who have the fruit of holiness

. Given a theend of life

2. If 0, then how iseternd life cdled a“gift” (or “free gift”)...?

a

b.

Because it requires the kindness, love, mercy and grace of God - cf. Ti 3:4-7
Despite our obedience, we have not earned or merited this gift of eternd life

3. Dowedesretorecave“ God’s Gift Of Eternal Life’? Then one must ak...

a

b.

C.

Have | been st free from sin by dying to sin in baptiam?
Have | become adave to God, presenting myself as a servant of righteousness?
Am | bearing the fruit of holinessin my life?

Let Jesus be your author (source) of eternd life as you humbly obey Him... - cf. He 5:9; Mk 16:15-16
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Do Not Be Conformed To ThisWorld
Romans 12:1-2

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour text, we note the command: “ And do not be conformed to thisworld...”

2. What does the word “conformed” mean to you...?
a. Isitjust aword that we quickly glance over?
b. How doesit relate to your daily living?

3. We need to be very familiar with the concept of “conformity”...

a. Not just to understand what Paul is saying
b. But because thisword plays a very important role in our lives, whether young or old

[That we might properly apply the exhortation of the gpostle Paul, let’ s examine the concept of
conformity...]

|. UNDERSTANDING CONFORMITY

A. DEFINITION...
1. To conform to another’s pattern (RWP)
2. E.g., thedesreto belike someone else
a. Dowhat they do
b. Say what they say
c. Wear what they wear
To accept the idess, the fashions, way of walking and talking, etc., thet is popular
4. A conformigt, therefore, is someone who:
a. Isédfrad to be different
b. Fedsaneedto belike everyone dse

w

B. CONFORMITY IN OUR SOCIETY...

1. Thereistremendous pressure to conform to the standards of the group
a. Even adultsfed aneed to conform
b. Also many young people (in their clothes, cars, etc.)

2. The pressure to conform is often strongest during adolescence
a. Theyoung often have low-esteem
b. They want desperately to be accepted and esteemed by others

3. Advertisers often complicate the problem
a. Trying to market and sdll their products
b. Trying to get people to conform to use their products (an old ad campaign: “Wethead

isdead”)

C. THE DANGER OF CONFORMITY ...
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1. It caneasly lead you to do things you know are wrong
a. E.g., boysinacar for ajoyride, and one begins popping pills
b. E.g., men a abusness luncheon, where drinks are served
2. When othersfollow suit, the pressure to conform is great
a. Ridiculeto conform is often gpplied
b. Onceyou givein, the next time conformity is easer
3. Conformity to the things of thisworld can separate us from God! - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17
a. By gvinginto thelug of theflesh (immordity)
b. By succumhbing to the lust of the eyes (materidism)
c. By yidding to the pride of life (arrogance)

[We now understand why Paul commands us “do not be conformed to thisworld”! There are grave
dangers in conforming to another’s pattern. How shdl we ded with the pressures of conformity... 7]

II. DEALING WITH THE PRESSURE TO CONFORM

A. BE A TRANSFORMIST, NOT A CONFORMIST...
1. A conformist (asused here) is one who...
a.  Undergoes a superficid, shdlow change
b. Becomes acheap imitation, letting others do their thinking for them
2. A*transformist” isonewho...
a. Undergoesared change (like a caterpillar becoming a butterfly)
b. Experiencesatrue“renewd”
1) That beginswith converson-Ti 3:5
2) That involvesarenewd of the mind - Ro 12:2
3) That continues as we go through life-2 Co 4:16
3. Becoming a“tranformig”...
a. Addresses the reasons why many conform
1) A feding of insecurity (yet we learn that God loves us, we are specid! - 1 Jn 3:1)
2) A dedreto follow the crowd (yet we learn the ultimate end of following the world
-1Jn 2:15-17)
b. Marksthe difference between...
1) Christianswho aretruly converted
2) Thosewho are shdlow imitators of true disciples

B. BE A LEADER, NOT A FOLLOWER...
1. A trandformist isaleader
a. Who “proves’ to others what is good, acceptable and perfect - Ro 12:2
1) Presentsther bodies asliving and holy sacrifices- Ro 12:1
2) Hasthe courageto say “no” to things that are wrong
b. Whaose example hdps others fight off the pressures to conform
1) Giving othersthe strength to say “no”
2) Encouraging othersto do what isright - eg., Joshua, Josh 24:14-15; Judg 2:7
2. A conformig is but asmple follower
a. Leting others do ther thinking for them
b. Letting otherslead them into harn’sway
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CONCLUSION

1. Everyone experiences the pressure to conform to the standards and practices of the world...
a. Especidly the young who are so impressonable
b. But even those who older are persuaded by those in positions of power and influence

2. Wehaveachoice...
a. Either to buckle under and be led by those destroying their own bodies, minds, and souls
b. Or look to Jesus, the true nonconformist, and alow ourselvesto be transformed by the
renewing of our minds

3. If weareto conform, let us conform to the image of Jesus - cf. Ro 8:29
a. For that will require atrue transformation of the inner man
b. Andwe can demonstrate what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God!
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Be Transformed
Romans 12:1-2

INTRODUCTION

1. InRo 12:1-2, Paul makes the following plearegarding trandforming our lives:

“| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your reasonable
service. And do not be conformed to thisworld, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what [is] that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.”

2. Aswe congder thistext, severa questions come to mind...

a

b
C.
d

What does it mean to be transformed?

. What isthe god of transformation?

What should mativate us to undergo transformeation?

. What does one do in order to experience transformation?

[Starting with the firgt question (“What does it mean to be transformed?’), let’s consider...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF TRANSFORMATION

A. THEWORD...

B.

1. The Greek word is metamor phoo (met-am-or-fo’-0)

a. Lit, “tochangeinto another form” (Vine's)

b. From which comes the word “metamorphos's”

c. Used to describe a change of form (e.g., when a caterpillar becomes a butterfly)
2. Inthe NT, thisword is used to describe:

a. What happened to Jesus on the Mount of Trandfiguration - Mt 17:1-2

b. What isto happen to Chrigiansin their serviceto God - Ro 12:1-2

THE CONCEPT...
1. Theideabeing commanded by Paul isthis
a. Chrigians are “to under go a complete change, which under the power of God, will
find expression in character and conduct” (Vine's)
b. l.e,wewho are"caterpillars’ areto become “butterflies’
2. Notethat Paul usesthe passive voice
a. Indicating that “transformation’” is something we alow to be doneto us
b. Not something we do by our own power done
c. Rather, we submit to God' s power and by His grace...
1) We are “changed into another form’
2) We become a“new cregtion” - cf. 2 Co 5:17
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[But this leads us to our second question (“What isthe god of trandformation?’)...]

II. THE GOAL OF TRANSFORMATION

A. TOBECOME LIKE CHRIST...
1. Asexpressed by Paul -2 Co 3:18
2. Aspredestined by God - Ro 8:29
3. Thepurpose of being adisciple (to become like histeacher) - Lk 6:40
4. Thegod of Chrigian living - cf. Co 3:9-10

B. TOLIVELIKE CHRIST...
1. To present our bodies asliving sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God

a

b.

Isthis not what Jesus did on earth? - cf. He 10:5
So we are to offer oursalves asliving sacrifices- Ro 12:1

2. To provethat God' swill is good, acceptable, and perfect
a. Wasthis not Jesus sought to do on earth? - cf. Jn 6:38

b.

So we are to demondtrate that God' swill isright - Ro 12:2

[Suchisthe god of being trandformed; indeed, it isthe god of being a Chrigian! 'Y et why do many
never experience the transformation God offers? Why do they remain “ caterpillars’? Perhaps they lack
the proper motivation...]

[1I.THE MOTIVATION FOR TRANSFORMATION

A. THE MERCIESOF GOD...
1. Inour text, Paul appeded to transformation based on God's mercies- Ro 12:1
2. What mercies of God had Paul discussed earlier in his epistle?

a
b.
c
d

e.

Freedom from sn - Ro 6:16-18
Gift of eernd life- Ro 6:23
Peace with God - Ro 5:1

. Accessto the grace of God - Ro 5:2

Saved from the wrath of God - Ro 5:9

-- Should not God’s mercy move usto repent and seek transformation? - cf. Ro 2:4-5

B. THELOVE OF CHRIST...
1. Elsewhere, Paul reveded the motivating power of the love of Chrigt - 2 Co 5:14-15
2. Such love compdled himto live for Jesus - cf. Ga 2:20
-- Doesnot thelove of Christ move usto live FOR Him and LIKE Him?

C. THEONLY ALTERNATIVE...
1. Thedterndaiveto being transformed is being conformed to thisworld - Ro 12:1

a

b.

The word confor med (suschematizo, soos-khay-mat-id’-zo) as used hereimplies that
whichis*transitory, changeable, unstable’ (Vine's)
l.e., a the most we can only be an imitation, acheap copy

2. |If not transformed, we will ether be conformed to...
a. Theworld
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1) Actliketheworld, be like thosein the world
2) Inwhich wewill bring shame to the name of Christ
b. Other Chrigtians
1) Outwardly we may act like Chrigtians, appear like them
2) Butitwill bejust achegp “copy”, which eventudly revedsits true nature!
-- Isthat what wewant? To bring shameto the name of Christ? To be*plagtic’
Chrigtians, or to bethereal thing?

[Why not let the mercies of God and the love of Christ motivate us to seek trandformation? The
process is not as difficult as one might think...]

V. THE PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION

A. IN THE BEGINNING...

1.

Remember, transformation is a passive process (“be trandformed”’) - Ro 12:2
a.  We cannot change oursalves by our own strength or meritorious works
b. AsPaul vividly illustrated his dilemma prior to his converson - Ro 7:14-24
--  Wemust submit to God’sworking on us!
It begins when we are baptized into Chrigt!
a. For there we experience the working of God - Co 2:11-13
1) Spiritudly circumcised as our Sns are removed
2) Buried then raised with Christ
3) Madedivewith Chrig, forgiven of dl trespasses
b. For there we experience the renewa of the Spirit-Ti 3:5
1) Saved by the mercy of God
2) Involving awashing of regeneration and renewd of the Holy Spirit
c. For thereweriseto wak in newness of life- Ro 6:3-8
1) Having been buried with Christ by baptism into His desth
2) Having been crucified with Chrigt that we might be free from sin
3) Having been raised to live with Chrigt
-- When joined with faith and repentance, baptism becomesthe starting point in
which truetransformation can take place! - cf. Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38

B. RENEWING THE MIND...

1.

The process of transformation continues as we renew the mind

a Asindicated in our text - Ro 12:2; cf. also Ep 4:20-24

b. Unlessthereisarenewing of the mind, any changein our lives will be superficid
Renewing the mind is made possible by where we set our minds

a.  Setting our minds on things above - Co 3:1-2

b. Setting our minds on the things of the Spirit - Ro 8:5

c. l.e, feeding our minds with the Word of God, prayer, felowship, etc. - Ac 2:42
With our minds “renewed” we can experience a true transformation!

a. By putting off the old man and putting on the new man - cf. Co 3:2,5-10

b. By living according to the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:5,13

The process of transformation is redly quite Smple

a. Set your minds on things above in order to renew your mind; for example...
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1) Meditate and contemplate on God and His Word
2) Keep your mind in communication with God via prayer
3) Involve your mind in spiritua worship via frequent assembling with others
4) Center your mind on Jesus viathe Lord’s Supper
...and your mind will gradualy be renewed!
b. With renewed minds, it becomes possible to put off the old, and put on the new!
1) To put off the old man withitsans
2) To put on the new man patterned after the example of Christ
Modern studies in sef-improvement confirm this truth
a. We become what we think
b. We can change attitudes and behavior by filling our mind with positive mental images
In our efforts, wearenot alone; God isat work with us! - cf. Ph 1:6; 2:12-13

C. WHAT HINDERSMANY CHRISTIANS...

1.

If it is so easy, why do many Chrigtians remain “caterpillars’?

a. Werethey not regenerated at their baptism? (yes)

b. Don't they have the promise of God's help? (yes)

The problem islikdy afailure to renew the mind

a. Canamind be renewed on astarvation diet? (eg., irregular Bible study)

b. Canamind be renewed on ajunk-food diet? (e.g., trashy movies and novels)
Why many Christians do not experience transformation...

a. They become what they think, and much of what they think upon is not becoming!
b. They spend more time watching things of the devil than reeding things of the Spirit!
Our attitudes and behavior isbut areflection of what goesinto our minds!

CONCLUSION

1. We have been cdled to be “transformed” into the image of ChridL...
a. Wehavedl the maotivation we need (God's mercies and Christ’ s love)
b. We have the opportunity to start anew by the washing of regeneration
c. Wemug dlow our mindsto be renewed by setting them on things above
-- Arewe submitting to “brain surgery” by the Great Physician...?

2. God wantsto give us a complete “make over”...
a. He has provided the means (Jesus blood) to remove the deformity of sin
b. He providesthetools (Bible study, prayer, fellowship) to fashion a new person
-- Arewe making good use of the mercies of God?

In light of God' s wonderful grace, thisis our “reasonable’ service. Shdl we not prove to the world that

God' swill is*“good, acceptable, and perfect”...?
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Finding Our Function In The Body
Romans 12:3-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour text, we find Paul expressng severa principles concerning the church...
a. Chrigians are one body in Christ
b. Asonebody, we are individualy members of one another
c. Themembersdo not have the same function
d. Weshould servein whatever function God has given us ability

2. Thelast two principles often cause oneto ask...
a. “What ismy function in the body of Christ?’
b. “How do | determine what function(s) | have?’

3. It may help to compareit to choosing a vocation...
a. Thereare principles used in determining on€e' s aptitude and vocationa direction
b. These principles may help one determine what our functions might be in the body of Chrigt

[For example, when people contemplate career choices, one thing they do is acquaint themselves with
job descriptions. Solet’s...]

. EXAMINE THE FUNCTIONS

A. PROPHECY (Preaching)...

1. The Greek word propheteiais defined as “the spesking forth of the mind counsd of God”
- Vine€'s

2. Origindly, thisreferred to the gift of the Spirit by which one was inspired to reved God's
truth

3. Today, the service most akin to prophecy is preaching
a.  Where one proclaims the counsdl of God as aready reveded
b. By expounding upon the Word of God, not through direct inspiration

B. MINISTRY (Serving)...
1. The Greek word diakonia means “to serve’
2. Itisoften used to describe any sort of service
a. E.g., thesarvice offered by Timothy - 2 Ti 4:5
b. E.g., the service offered by Phoebe - Ro 16:1-2
3. Inamore officid capacity, it is used to describe those qudified and gppointed to serve as
deacons (diakonos)

C. TEACHING (Ingructing)...
1. Involvesingructing others of the Word of God
2. Therearevaiations of thisfunction
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a. Privateteaching - eg., Ac 18:26
b. Older women teaching the younger women - Ti 2:4
c. Teaching in moreformd sense, which not dl weretodo - ¢f. Ja 3:1

D. EXHORTING (Building up)...
1. Theahility to build up and strengthen others
2. Some may do this publicly (eg., preachers, teachers) - e.g., Barnabas
3. Others may be adept to it more privately and daily - He 3:12-13

E. GIVING (Sharing)...
1. Some people find themsalves abundantly blessed
2. l.e, God has given them “seed for sowing fruits of righteousness’ - cf. 2 Co 9:8-11
3. Thusitiswithin ther ability and responsibility to give and blessothers- 1 Ti 6:17-19

F. LEADING (Shepherding)...
1. Thislikely refersto the work of elders (pastors, overseers) - cf. Ac 20:17,28; 1 Pe 5:1-2
2. They have the respongbility of watching out for our souls- He 13:17
3. They must meet spedific qudificationsto servein thisfunction - ¢f. 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9

G. SHOWING MERCY (Loving)...
1. Perhgpsthissarviceisbestillugrated in Mt 25:35-36
2. Caninvolve visting the sick, the dying, the bereaved; ministering to those in prison, €tc.

[I doubt Paul’ s ligt is meant to be exhaudtive; but it illudtrates that there is a grest variety of functionsin
the body of Christ. With an understanding of the options of service available, how do we know which
one(s) we may be best suited for? Those in career counseling would suggest that one...]

II. EXPLORE THE OPPORTUNITIES

A. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES...
1. E.g, traning programs offered in teaching, preaching, evangelism, etc.
2. E.g. experienced brethren (going with them as they fulfilled their service; “job shadowing”)
3. BEvenif you prove not to have the potentid for a certain work, you gain understanding and
gppreciation for what others do

B. TRY SERVING IN ALL AREASOPEN TO YOU...
1. Bewilling to try everything you can
2. You may have atadent you did not know you had!
3. You may find yoursdf to have many talentd

C. DON'T GIVE UP AFTER THE FIRST FEW TRIES...
1. Falures may be due to inexperience, not lack of potentia
2. Only with time and many efforts can we know what might be our forte

[As you explore the opportunities given you, be open to advice and counsd from others...]
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[11.INQUIRE FOR ADVICE

A. OTHERSARE MORE LIKELY TO BE OBJECTIVE...
1. Pridecangetintheway - cf. Ro 12:3
2. Others may see our strengths and weaknesses more clearly
3. They may see where weaknesses are due to inability and not inexperience

B. ESPECIALLY MATURE CHRISTIANS...
1. Suchasdders
a.  Who must be multitalented men of experience
b. Part of ther role asdders
2. Other older Chrigtians are often very helpful

CONCLUSION

1. Themorediligent one can beto...
a. Examinethe functions of sarvicein the body of Chrigt
b. Explorethe opportunitiesto learn and serve in the different functions
c. Inquirefor advice from others
--  The sooner one should be abdle to discern what is their function in the body of Christ

2. Then the chalenge becomes one of being diligent in utilizing our function...
a  AsPaul admonishes hisreadersin our text - cf. Ro 12:6-8
b. AsPeter admonishes hisreadersin hisepistle - cf. 1 Pe 4:10-11

Brethren, there is much work to do. Let usbediligent to do it “with the ability God supplies, that
in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ...” - 1 Pe4:11
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A Love That Can Hate
Romans 12:9-10

INTRODUCTION

In Romans 12, Paul discusses the practicd sde of the Chrigtian life

In the firgt part of the chapter, he establishes the generd principle of sdlf-sacrifice...

a. Asthefoundation of adl goodness- Ro 12:1
b. Accomplished through a transformation - Ro 12:2
c. Manifested in humble service of one' s abilities- Ro 12:3-8

Beginning with ver se 9, we find a series of exhortations...
a. That continue to the end of the chapter
b. That a firgt glance, may at time seem disconnected

For example, consder the exhortationsin our text (Ro 12:9-10)...

a. Thefirg andlast relateto love

b. But the intervening clause pertainsto hate

--  But upon careful reflection, these exhortations may not be digointed

Mark A. Copeland

[One way to connect these exhortations is to describe them as depicting “ A Love That Can Hate”.
To see how that is possible, consider that a Christian must first have...]

AN HONEST LOVE

A. LOVE WITHOUT HYPOCRISY ...
1. Weaeto havealovethat ishonest, sncere and genuine - Ro 12:9a
2. Whereasalovethat isfaked isrepulsve
a. Inwhich someone clamsto love you
b. But ther actions speak otherwise
3. Yet sometimes our words do surpass our true fedlings
a. Wetak about love, sing about it
b. Butdon't dwaysliveuptoit!
4. Making usfed guilty when we read a passage such as our text
-- How can welove sncerely and without hypocrisy?

B. DEVELOPING AN HONEST LOVE...
1. Thepodtion of this exhortation in Paul’ s writing may serve asaclue

a. After discussng the need for being transformed by the renewing of our minds
b. Anhonest love can't be experienced or shown without this transformation
2. Thistrangformation occurs the more we contemplate the love and mercies of God - cf. 1 Jn

4:7 (“for loveisof God’)

3. Only aswelet the mind of Christ be in us can we love aswe should - cf. Ph 2:2-5
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[So we need to develop an honest love, one that comes by contemplating God' s love for us. But aswe
continue in our text, we see that it can dso be“ A Love That Can Hate’...]

II. ABHORRING EVIL, CLINGING TO WHAT ISGOQOD

A. ESSENTIAL TO HAVING AN HONEST LOVE...
1. A mutud haired of evil and clinging to good is necessary for an honest love - Ro 12:9b
2. Why? If not careful, love can easly loseits purity and depth
a. Theludsof theflesh are strong
b. They can easlly pervert the nature of our love
c. Professon of love can easly become a cover for evil
3. Therefore the need to “abhor what isevil” - cf. Ep 5:2-5
a Wadkinlove asChrig loved us
b. But eschew any perverson of lovel

B. DEVELOPING A PROPER HATRED OF EVIL...

1. Comeshy clinging to what is good, not vice versal

2. Why do some hate evil?
a. There are those who very quick to hate evil (e.g., “hobby riders’)
b. Such are mosily negative and rardy pogitive in thelr attitudes
c. They hate evil, but do not cling to what is good, cregting an unbaance
d. Motivated by carnd desires (power, fame), not by the spirit of Christ

3. Haired of evil should come from firgt clinging to that which is good
a. Asimplied by the Psdmig in Psa 119:103-104
b. The powerful emotion of hate can then be properly balanced by alove of good!

[So the love that isto characterize Christiansisto be“ A Love That Can Hate” when that hateis
properly motivated and directed. But now let’s consider how such love is to be manifested toward our
brethren...]

1. AFFECTIONATE AND PREFERENTIAL

A. WITH GREAT TENDERNESS AND AFFECTION...

1. Theexpresson “kindly affectionate’ means “to love asfamily” (philostorgos) - Ro 12:10a
a. Jus asyou would your own family members
b. To sressthe point, Paul adds “in brotherly love’ (philadephia)

2. Weareto have great feding of love towards those in Christ
a.  AsPaul had toward the brethren at Philippi - Ph 1:8
b. Asthe Ephesian elders had toward Paul - Ac 20:36-38

-- Suchis“A LoveThat Can Hate"!

B. DESIRING TO OUTDO ONE ANOTHER IN SHOWING HONOR...
1. Thisisthe meaning of “in honor giving preference to one ancther” - Ro 12:10b
a. “Theword preferring means going before, leading, setting an example” - Barnes
b. “Thusin showing mutua respect and honor, they were to Strive to excel; not to see
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which could obtain most honor, but which could confer most, or manifest most respect.”
- ibid.
2. Thuswe areto delight in exating our brethren over oursaves
a. Ascommandedin Ph 2:3
b. Freeing usfrom petty jedouses tha can thresten true love

CONCLUSION

1. What isthekind of love that God desires for His children? “ A Love That Can Hate’!

2. Suchisthelove that God has shown toward us...
a. A lovethat is honest and sincere, demongtrated by the sending of His Son to diefor our sins
b. A lovetha hates evil and clings to what is good, reveaed throughout the Word of God
c. A lovethat isaffectionate and delights in showing honor, as God has done toward His children
who obey Him!

If wearein Chrig, isthisthe kind of love we display? If you are not in Christ, won't you respond to
this love in obedience to the gospd of Chrigt...?

Note: Themainideafor thislesson came from a sermon by Alexander MacLaren, in his Expogtions
Of Holy Scripture.
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An Exhortation To Diligent Service
Romans12:11

INTRODUCTION

1. Thetwdfth chapter of Romans contains many exhortations pertaining to daily Chridtian living...
a. E.g.,tobetrandformed by the renewing of our minds - Ro 12:1-2
b. E.g., to utilize what ahilities we have as members of the body - Ro 12:3-8
c. E.g.,tolovethe brethren and hate what is evil - Ro 12:9-10

2. Inourtext (Ro 12:11), wefind “ An Exhortation To Diligent Service’...
a. Contained within atriad of Smple commands
b. Which are worthy of careful examination

3. Wemight begin by asking: How isa Chridtian to act...?
a. Inhisor her serviceto the Lord?
b. Inhisor her business or job?
4. Sadly, theword “dothful” would apply to some Chrigtians...
a. Who do aslittle asthey can while at work
b. Who are smilar in their service to the Lord

[Aswetake acloselook at our text, let’sfirgt ask...]

. WHAT DOESPAUL SAY?

A. “NOT LAGGING IN DILIGENCE...
1. TheKJV trandatesit “not dothful in busness’
a.  Which may give some the wrong impresson
b. Some may conclude the exhortation is limited to our jobs
2. Theword “business’ in Greek is spoude (from which we get the word “speed”) and
denotes “ diligence, haste, ear nestness’
3. Theideaisthat we should bediligent in al that we do - cf. Ecc 9:10
a. Insecular work, yes- cf. Co 3:22-23
b. Alsointhework of theLord - cf. 1 Co 15:58
4. Areasof spiritud labor in which we are to be diligent:
In our effortsto enter the heavenly rest - He 4:11; 6:9-12
To found without spot, blameless - 2 Pe 3:13-14
In our handling of the Word of God -2 Ti 2:15
In keeping our hearts pure - Pro 4:23; cf. Mk 7:21-23
Repenting of sins-2 Co 7:10-11
Devedoping Chrigt-like character - 2 Pe 1:5-11
Keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace - Ep 4:1-6

@ "~po0oTw
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B. “FERVENT IN SPIRIT...”
1. Thisdefinesthe enthusiasm or attitude of mind to have as we labor
2. Some arediligent, but begrudgingly so
3. Theword “fervent” is zeo and means “to bubble, boil”
4. Therefore we areto do our work heartedly - cf. Co 3:23

C. “SERVING THE LORD...”
1. Thisisthe motivation behind enthusadtic labor
2. Weare motivated by the fact it is the Lord we serve, even in secular work! - eg., Ep 6:5-8

[Sinceit isthe Lord we serve in both secular and spiritud work, we are to labor with enthusasm and
diligent effort. But let’snow ask...]

. WHAT ISTOO OFTEN THE CASE?

A. DILIGENT IN OUR OWN PURSUITS...
1. Physcd necessty often prompts diligence in secular jobs
2. Heghtened interest often prompts enthusiasm in persond hobbies

B. SCOTHFUL IN THE LORD’SBUSINESS...
--  Some examples of the contrast:
1. Somework 40 hours aweek (and more) for physica needs, then balk at spending 4 hours
aweek in worship and Bible study!
2. Some get up early to work or play, yet complain about getting up even later on Sunday to
worship God!
3. Somewill waich TV an average of 14 hours per week, but can't find 3 hours aweek to
reed the Bible!
4. Somewill take courses at night to improve their skills, but aren’t willing to attend gospel
meetings or Bible sudied!
Some can learn the stats for their favorite team, but say they can’'t memorize scripture!
Some let or even encourage their children to miss services for a sports event or school
function, but not vice versal
7. Some will make their children brush their teeth, make the bed, etc., but make them attend
services...never!

o O

C. CONSEQUENCESOF SUCH SLOTH...
1. Apathetic in attitude and service to the Lord
2. Of little useto the Lord in His fight againgt Setan!
[When such isthe case, heré s athird question to consider...]

[11.HOW DOESTHE LORD FEEL ?

A. WE KNOW HOW JESUSFEELS...
1. Hetaught that those who put persond pursuits first would not enjoy heaven - Lk 14:15-24
2. Hetaught the danger of doth in the parable of the tdlents - cf. Mt 25:24-30
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3. He condemned the church of Laodiceafor thar lukewarmness - Re 3:14-16
B. WE CAN IMAGINE HOW GOD FEELS...
-- Laggingin diligenceis:

1. A destructive hindrance to the work of His Son, who died for us - cf. Pro 18:9
2. Anungrateful response to the mercy of God, destined for God' swrath - ¢f. Ro 2:4-11

CONCLUSION

1. If after Af-examination, we admit that we have been dothful in our service to the Lord, then the
find question might be WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

2. Somewill probably do nothing...
a. Bengdull of hearing and hard of heart
b. Continuing on as before

3. Some might make an effort...
a. Becausether hearts are dtill tender
b. Yet soon grow weary and return to a service of doth

4. My prayersisthat dl will make whatever changes are called for by Paul’s exhortation...
a. Thosewho have yet to serve the Lord, will begin anew life of faithful servicel
b. Those who have been lagging in diligence, will now give the Lord His due!

Shall we not take to heart this exhortation of the apostle Paull...?
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TheKey To A Joyful, Productive Life
Romans 12:12

INTRODUCTION

1. | supposethat we dl have known Christians who go through life...
a. Looking like they were “weaned on apickle’
b. Usdessfor any good work when things were going rough for them

2. But we have dso known Chrigtians who are the opposite...
a. Joyful, geadfast in doing good
b. Eventhough they are experiencing the same kind of hardships
3. Why the difference?
a. | bdievethat the joyful, steadfast Christian has found the secret expressed in the Scriptures
b. Oneplacethis“secret” isfoundisin Ro 12:12...
“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing steadfastly in prayer;”

[Aswe condder this verse, there are severd observations we can make. Firs...]

|. THEJOYFUL LIFE ISBASED ON HOPE

A. MANY HAVE THE WRONG CONCEPT CONCERNING “JOY™"...
1. That joy isamatter of persona temperament (heredity)
2. That joy isamatter of circumstances (environment)
3. But how can that be when being joyful is enjoined upon us al?
a. Itisacommand, aduty -1 Th 5:16; Ph 4:4
b. Commanded even when things are rough - 1 Pe 4:13

B. TRUE JOY ISABLE TO RISE ABOVE THE CIRCUMSTANCESOF LIFE...
1. Seeninthe example of the Hebrews - He 10:34a
2. Alsointhe example of Chrigiansin AsaMinor -1 Pe 1:6

C. THISISBECAUSE THE KEY TO JOY IS“HOPE"...
1. Noticeour text: “rgoicing in hope”
2. It should be easy to see how hope is the source of joy in our lives...
a. A sudent, in hope of enjoying summer vacation, is happy as he thinks about it
b. Likewisg, it wasthe strong hope of the Hebrews that gave them joy despite the seizure
of their property - He 10:34
c. Again, the source of the Chrigtians' joy in AsaMinor was their hope of sdvation - 1 Pe
1:5-6

D. TOBEJOYFUL IN LIFE, WE MUST HAVE HOPE...!
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1. If Christiansare not joyful, it is because they are not full of hope!
a  Andtha isonly because their minds are so preoccupied with things of thislife

b.

|.e.,, they are just religious enough to be miserable!

2. If they spent more time contemplating the hope we have as Chrigtians, joy would
automdaticdly follow!
a. Of course, hopeis based upon faith- He 11:1
b. And faith comes from the Word of God - Ro 10:17

C.

But if people do not read the Word, their faith iswesk, their hopeis shdlow, and their

joy isminimd

[But if welet God's Word produce the faith necessary for a strong hope, then we too can have that joy
which will help us no matter what the circumstances. This leads us back to our text, where we wish to

make another
observation...]

. ALIFE OF JOYFUL HOPE WILL BE PATIENT IN TRIBULATIONS

A. FIRST,LET'SDEFINE OUR TERMS...
1. “patient”
a.  Means more than Smply enduring, forbearing

b.

It 0 takes in the thought of activity despite the hardship
1) Itiscontinuing to do good, regardiess of thetrids
2) Not just gtting there, refraining from doing something bad

2. “tribulations’
a  Thesecould betrids suffered for the cause of Christ

b.

Or those common to all (sickness, deeth, etc.)

3. Paul istherefore talking about pressing on in doing good despite hardships

B. THEKEY TO SUCH PATIENCE IS“JOYFUL HOPE"...
1. Thiscan beilludrated in severd ways...
a. Theathlete

b.

C.

d.

1) Why does he or she endure the hardships of training?

2) Thejoyful hope of ataining victory!

ThePilgrims

1) Why did they endure the hardships of sailing across the ocean?

2) Thejoyful hope of finding freedom from religious oppresson!

The college student

1) Why does he or she endure the hardships of study and examinations?
2) Thejoyful hope of a successful career!

Theearly Chrigtians

1) Why did they endure persecutions, pressing on in ther faithfulnessto Chrigt?
2) Thejoyful hope of their inheritance in heaven! - He 10:34

2. Doesthisnot explain why some Chrigtians do not remain steedfast when things get rough?
a. They do not have the “joyful hope’ necessary

b.

And why not? Ther minds are so preoccupied with worldly things!
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[One last observation | would like to make, based on our text...]

[11.OUR LIVESWILL BE ASHOPEFUL, JOYFUL, AND PATIENT, ASTHEY ARE
PRAYERFUL

A. “CONTINUING STEADFASTLY IN PRAYER” ISESSENTIAL...!
1. Therdationship between prayer and the joyful lifeisimplied € sewherein the Scriptures
a. NoticelTh5:16-18
b. If we pray without ceasing, we can rgjoice dways
2. For in proper prayer, we are constantly reminded of our hope (the source of joy and
patience)
a. Inprayer, we should be made congtantly aware of the r eason for our hope (forgiveness
of our sinsthrough Jesus blood)
b. In prayer, we should be made constantly aware of the object of our hope (to one day
be with God eterndly)

B. SO “PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!” BUT ISTHISPOSSIBLE...?
1. Notif we mean forma words of supplication and petition
2. But prayer does not dways have to be with forma words - cf. 1 Chr 5:20
3. Prayer can dso be:
a. A mentd attitude of devotion
b. An ungpoken reference to God in dl that we do

CONCLUSION

1. Areour livesasjoyful and productive as they should be?
2. If not, then let God' s Word sink into our hearts: “ Continue steadfastly in prayer”

3. Dothis and wewill morelikely “rejoice in hope” and be* patient in tribulations”!
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Benevolence To Saints And Strangers
Romans 12:13

INTRODUCTION

1.

As Chrigtians we have the responghility to...

a. Present our bodies asliving sacrifices- Ro 12:1

b. Provewhat isthat good, acceptable, and perfect will of God - Ro 12:2
-- Made possible by the transformation that comes by renewing our minds

A remarkable transformation that characterized early Chrigtians was their benevolence...
a. Toward their brethren
b. Toward those who were strangers

As commanded in our text (Ro 12:3), they...

a. Digtributed to the needs of the saints

b. Showed hospitaity even to Strangers

--  Which was in keeping with God' s good, acceptable, and perfect will

[What about us today? How isour benevolence to saints and strangers? Perhaps we might do well to
take a closer look at the two commandsin our text...]

DISTRIBUTING TO THE NEEDS OF THE SAINTS

A. THE COMMAND EXAMINED...

1. Digtributing - “Theword used here denotes having things in common, (koinwnountev). It
means, that they should be communicative, or should regard their property as so far
common as to supply the wants of others.” - Barnes

2. totheneeds - “That is, digtribute to them such things as they need -- food, raiment, etc.
This command, of course, has reference to the poor.” - ibid.

3. of the saints - “Of Chrigtians, or the friends of God.” - ibid.

-- “Making the needs of fellow saints your own and helping them.” - B. W. Johnson

B. THE COMMAND EXEMPLIFIED...
1. By thechurch a Jerusalem (a church heping its members) - Ac 2:44-45; 4:32-36; 6:1-6
2. By the church a Antioch (a church helping other churches) - Ac 11:27-30
3. By the churches of Macedonia and Achaia (many churches helping one church) - Ro 15:
25-26; 1 C016:1-2; 2Co0 8:1-24; 9:1-15

C. THE COMMAND EXERCISED...
1. Thecoallection on the Lord s day is designed for this very purpose-1 Co 16:1-2
2. If brethren arein need, we should not hesitate to use the collection for this purpose
a. For needy saintsin the loca congregation
b. For needy saintsin other places
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--  Though there are some limitations - eg., 1 Ti 5:9-16; 2 Th 3:6-15
Our assistance is based upon ability and opportunity

a. According to our ability - 2 Co 8:12-15; though note2 Co 8:1-4
b. According to our opportunity - Ga 6:10

[The Lord has provided a systematic method to meet the needs of His saints. Of course, this does not
preclude helping one another asindividuas (1 Ti 6:17-18). Nor does it mean we have no responsibility
toward those not saints, for we are commanded to be...]

. GIVEN TO HOSPITALITY

A. THE COMMAND EXAMINED...

1.
2.
3.

given to - “Purauing (asif in achase or hunt)...” - Robertson’sWord Pictures
hospitality - Love to strangers (philoxenia)

“This expresson means that they should readily and chearfully entertain srangers”

- Barnes

a. A duty often enjoined in the Scriptures- He 13:2; 1 Pe 4.9

b. A qudification for both bishop (elder) and needy widow - 1 Ti 3:2; 5:10

“The *hospitdity’ of today, by which is meant the entertainment of friends or rdatives,
hardly comes within the Biblica use of the term as denoting a specid virtue” -1 SBE

B. THE COMMAND EXEMPLIFIED...

1.

gk own

By Abraham, extending hospitaity to “three men” - Gen 18:1-8

By Lot, pursuing hospitdity to “two men” - Gen 19:1-3

By Job, who |eft no stranger in the Street - Job 31:32

By Jethro, who rebuked his daughters for neglecting Moses - Exo 2:20
In the support of early missonaries- Mt 10:11,42; 25:35; 3Jn 5-8

C. THE COMMAND EXERCISED...

1.

The principle of hospitdity presumes ability and opportunity

a.  Our responghility is based upon ability - eg., 2 Co 8:12-13

b. Our responghility is based upon opportunities - cf. Ga 6:10

The pursuit of hospitdity is enabled through preparation

a. You aemorelikey to offer hospitaity without grumbling if prepared beforehand

b. Chearful givingis made easer by purposeful planning - eg., 2 Co 9:7

c. Why not have aplace in your persona budget for entertaining strangers?

The practice of hospitadity can take various forms, if safety or wisdom isaconcern

a. Housing can be provided through arrangements with alocal motel

b. Food can be given in the form of vouchers or gift certificates

The potential of hospitality for good can be seen in regards to evangdism

a. Supporting those who travel to preach the gospe

b. Touching the hearts of those who may be in need of the gospel

“The primitive Chrigtians made one principle part of their duty to congst in the exercise of
hospitdity; and they were so exact in the discharge of it that the very hesthens admired them
forit.” - Cruden’s Concordance
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CONCLUSION

1. Aswe seek to “provewhat isthat good and acceptable and perfect will of God” ...
a. Do not neglect to provide for the needs of your brethren
b. Do not hesitate to show love for those who are strangers

2. Le thewords of Jesus Himsdf chdlenge usto ahigher plane of giving...
a. That we might be more like our Heavenly Fether - cf. Lk 6:32-36
b. That we might be repaid at the resurrection of thejust - cf. Lk 14:12-14

Speaking of such things as our Heavenly Father and the resurrection to come, have you received the
hospitality that God extendsto al who arelog...? - cf. Ro 5:8-10
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To Bless And Curse Not
Romans 12:14

INTRODUCTION

1. InRo12:1-2, we arecdled to...
a. Present our bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God
b. Betransformed by the renewing of our minds
c. Prove (test, demongtrate) what is God' s good, acceptable, and perfect will

2. Previous studies have examined how atransformed life includes such graces as...
Love without hypocrisy, while abhorring what is evil - Ro 12:9

a

b
c
d.
e

. Loving brethren with family affection, esteeming one another highly - Ro 12:10
. Sarving the Lord diligently, with fervency of spirit - Ro 12:11

Regoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, seadfast in prayer - Ro 12:12
Having felowship in the needs of the saints, purang hospitaity toward strangers - Ro 12:13

3. Anocther indication of transformation is how one responds to mistrestment:

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” (Ro 12:14)

[This certainly goes againgt “human nature’, which seeksto respond in kind. But as we consder what is
reveded in the Bible regarding this command, we might better understand why thisis part of God's holy
and acceptable and perfect will for us. Let’s begin with...]

|. THE COMMAND DEFINED

A. TOBLESS..

1.

The Greek word is eulogeo; as defined by Strong’s:

a. Toprase celebrate with praises

b. Toinvoke blessngs

“The word bless here means to speak well of or to. Not to curse again, or to dander, but to
gpeek of those things which we can commend in an enemy; or if thereis nothing that we can
commend, to say nothing about him.” - Bar nes

“i.e, to pray for them, wish well to them” - Poole

We find this command given by Chrigt and Peter - Mt 5:44; Lk 6:28; 1 Pe 3:9

Notethat Paul givesthe exhortation twicein our text; perhapsimplying the
challenge of thisduty

B. TO CURSE NOT...

1.

2.

The Greek word for curse is kataraomai, which Strong’s defines as “to curse, doom,
imprecate evil upon”

“... toimplore a curse from God to rest on others; to pray that God would destroy them. In
alarger sense ill, it means to abuse by reproachful words; to caumniate; or to express
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one s<df inaviolent, profane, and outrageous manner.” - Bar nes
3. “When he saith, curse not, he means, wish no evil to your enemies.” - Poole
“Hewho can obey this precept isatransformed man”. - B. W. Johnson
[As challenging as this precept may seem, we have severa examples to show usit is possible...]

II. THE COMMAND DEPICTED

A. INTHE CHARACTER OF JOB...
1. Described by God as*ablameess and upright man” - Job 1:8
2. Who clamed innocence in reference to cursing others - ¢f. Job 31:29-30

B. IN THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS...
1. AsHehung upon the cross, praying for those who crucified Him - Lk 23:34
2. Though the object of abuse, mockery and blasphemy - Lk 23:35-39; cf. 1 Pe 2:23

C. INTHE CONDUCT OF CHRISTIANS...
1. Such as Stephen, when he was being stoned - Ac 7:60
2. Such as Paul and the apostles, who were often abused - 1 Co 4:12

[So while the command may be difficult, we know it is possible to obey. Why and how, then, should
we seek to carry it out...7]

1. THE COMMAND DEPLOYED

A. ITISOUR CALLING...

1. Wehave been caled:
a TofadlowinJesus seps- 1 Pe2:21-23
b. To bless that we might inherit ablessng - 1 Pe 3:9

2. We have been cdled:
a.  To be patakers of the“divine nature” -2 Pe 1:2-4
b. To be sonsof our Father in heaven - Mt 5:44-45

-- It may be“human natur€’ to respond to evil with evil, but we have a higher calling!

B. IT ISNEEDED...

1. Atwork, school
a. When employers or fdlow employees mdign us
b. When classmates make fun or otherwise hurt us

2. Athome
a. When spouses say or do hurtful things to one another
b. When shling rivdry rasesits ugly head

3. With brethren - Ja 4:11; 1 Pe 3:8-9
a. When they say or write bad things about us
b. When they maign or misrepresent us

-- Not just when persecuted for Christ’s sake, but whenever mistreated by others!
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CONCLUSION

1. But what about the example of ...
a. Prophetslike David and Hidha? - e.g., Psa 69:22,23; 2 Kin 2:24
b. Apostleslike Paul?- eg., Ac 8:20; 13:10,11; 23:3
c. Chrig Himsdf?- eg.,, Mt 23:13-33

2. Perhaps Poole dtated it best: “These did it by a specia vocation and ingtinct of the Spirit” ...
a.  Suchingpired men had the calling and the aid to administer God' s wrath and judgment
b. We havethe caling to administer mercy, and to leave vengeance to God - cf. Ro 12:19
May we therefore pray that God enable us to faithfully carry out our caling:
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” (Ro 12:14)
“not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing,
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.”

(1 Pe3:9

Who knows? Perhaps by living such transformed lives, it may lead to the transformation of others...!
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The Empathetic Christian
Romans 12:15

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthetwdfth chapter of Romans, we find answers to questions such as...
a. What isindicetive of atrue transformation?
b. What congtitutes God' s good, acceptable, and perfect will for the Chrigtian?

2. Wehave seen in previous lessons that it includes...

Fulfilling our function in the body of Chrig - Ro 12: 3-8

Love without hypocrisy, while abhorring what is evil - Ro 12:9

Loving brethren with family affection, esteeming one ancther highly - Ro 12:10

Searving the Lord diligently, with fervency of spirit - Ro 12:11

Regoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, seadfast in prayer - Ro 12:12

Having felowship in the needs of the saints, purang hospitaity toward strangers - Ro 12:13
To bless those who persecute us- Ro 12:14

a

Q@ ~opoooT

3. Now we note the twofold exhortation...
a. “Rgoicewith those who rgoice’ - Ro 12:15a
“Weep with those who weep” - Ro 12:15b

b.

[In thistext we are cdled to display the virtue of “empathy” towards one another. What this entails will
be the focus of our study...]

I. DEFINING EMPATHY

A.

COMPARED TO SYMPATHY. ...

1
2.

Sympathy - An inclination to support or be loya to or to agree with an opinion
Empathy - Underganding and entering into another’ sfedings

One may be sympathetic while not empathetic; the latter requires a deeper
emotional involvement than the former

ITSPLACE IN THE CHURCH...

1.

2.

The Lord intended such connection between the members of His Body (*if one member
auffers, dl the members suffer withit”) - 1 Co 12:26

“This command grows out of the doctrine stated in Ro 12:4,5 that the church is one; that it
has one interest; and therefore that there should be common sympathy inits joys and
sorrows.” - Barnes

If we aretruly one, member s of the same body, then we will be empathetic towards
one another

[Our text commands two ways to demonstrate empathy; we have several examples of individuas...]
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II. DEMONSTRATING EMPATHY

A. REJOICING WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE...

1
2.
--  Two good examples of sharing in others happiness and success without envy or

Neighbors and friends of Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist - Lk 1:58
Barnabas at Antioch, when he saw the grace of the Lord at work - Ac 11:23

jealousy

WEEPING WITH THOSE WHO WEEP...

David with hissck friends - Psa 35:13,14

Jesus with the family and friends of Lazarus grieving over his death - Jn 11:33-35
Paul with his weak and sumbling brethren -2 Co 11:29

Chrigians with ther brethren in prison - He 13:3

People of God truly under standing and entering into the feelings of their friends

and brethren

[The quaity of empathy certainly prepares one to be of greater service to those around them. How can
we rise above smple sympathy for othersto truly become“ The Empathetic Chrigtian” ...7]

[I1.DEVELOPING EMPATHY

A.

TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF OUR MINDS...

1.
2.

We must submit to the transformation that comes by renewing our minds - cf. Ro 12:1-2

Which will involve the development of such graces as:

a. Beng kindly affectionate to one another in brotherly love - Ro 12: 10a

b. Giving preference to one another in honor - Ro 12: 10b

Note how being affectionate aidsin being able to weep, and learning to give
preference will enable ustoregoice

. DEVELOPING THE MIND OF CHRIST...
1.

Note the virtues that characterize the mind of Chrigt - cf. Ph 2:3-5

a.  Doing nothing through sdifish ambition or concelt

b. Inlowliness of mind, eteeming others better than onesdlf

c. Looking out for the interest of others

Note the god of having the mind of Chrigt - Ph 2:2

a. Tobelike-minded

b. Tohavethe samelove

c. Tobeof oneaccord, of one mind

Note what having the mind of Chrigt is necessary for to experience - Ph 2:1-2a

a. Consolation in Chrigt

b. Comfort of love

c. Fdlowship of the Spirit

d. Affection and mercy

e. Fullnessof joy

Asone developsthe mind of Chrigt, therewill be no envy or jealousy to prevent
true empathy; with the mind of Christ, wewill be ableto truly reoice and weep!
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CONCLUSION

1. ItisGod sgood, acceptable and perfect will that Christians be a people...
a. Who are glad when others rgoice
b. Who are moved when others weep
-- For only then can we be useful in sharing thejoy and comfort of Christ with others

2. Arewetruly an “empathetic’ people? The development and display of true empathy will grestly...
a Increase our ussfulnessto the Master
b. Enhancethefelowship we haveinthe Lord
--  Simple sympathy is not enough; we must be able to under stand and enter into one
another’sfedings!

Develop the mind of Chrigt, be transformed by the renewing of your mind, and you cannot help but
become “ The Empathetic Christian” ...!
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The Renewed Mind
Romans 12:16

INTRODUCTION

1. The Chridian lifeisto be atrandformed life...
a. Onethat does not conform to things of thisworld - Ro 12:2a
b. But seeksto prove (demonstrate) that God's way is better - Ro 12:2b

2. The Chrigtian life requires arenewing of our minds...
a.  Inwhich welearn what is God' swill - Ro 12:2b
b. Inturn making it possble to be transformed - Ro 12:2a

[What are some indications of arenewed mind? In Ro 12:16, we find the mind or attitude that isto be
found among Chrigtians. Notefird that thereisto be...]

I. SAMENESS OF MIND

A. WHAT THISMEANS...
1. TheNKJV reads“Be of the same mind toward one another...”
2. Literdly, “thinking the same thing” - Robertson’s Word Pictures
3. An exhortation frequently commanded of Chrigtians
a TheChrigiansin Rome-Ro 15:5
b. The Chrigiansin Corinth-1 Co 1:10
c. TheChridiansin Philippi - Ph 1:27; 2:2-3; 3:16; 4.2
d. TheChrigiansin Asa-1Pe3:8
-- AsChrigiansarerenewed in mind, they will begin having smilar goals, aims, views

B. HOW THISISPOSSIBLE...

1. Seekthemind of Chrigt - cf. Ph 2:5
a. Each should dtrive to develop and emulate the mindset of Christ
b. The more we become like Him, the sooner we become “of the same mind”

2. Set our minds on things above - cf. Co 3:1-2
a. Each should focus ther atention more on spiritua matters
b. Digracted by worldly matters and human opinions, will destroy oneness of mind

-- Wherethereisnot unity, someone (per haps everyone) isnot setting their mind on
Christ and things above!

[Aswe return to our text (Ro 12: 16), we find that another indication of “ The Renewed Mind” is...]

I[I. LOWLINESS OF MIND

A. WHAT THISMEANS...
1. “Do not set your mind on high things’ (NKJV); other trandations:
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a. “Do not be haughty” (RSV)
b. “Do not betoo ambitious’ (Goodspeed)
c. “Do not aspireto eminence’ (Berkley)
d. “Don’'t become snobbish” (Phillips)
2. “but asociate with the humble” (NKJV); other trandations:
a. “but asociate with the lowly” (RSV)
b. “but accept humble tasks’ (Goodspeed)
c. “but willingly adjust yoursdvesto humble Stuations’ (Berkley)
d. “but take ared interest in ordinary people’ (Phillips)
-- A renewed mind makes a concerted effort not to be snobbish or ambitious, and is
willing to be associated with humble tasks and lowly people

HOW THISISPOSSIBLE...
1. By teking heed to what we learn from:
a. Theattitude of David - Psa 131:1-2
b. Thewarning to Jeremiah - Jer 45:5
C. Theteaching of Jesus- Lk 22:24-27
2. By noting what we learn from:
a. Theexample of Jesus- Ph 2:5-8
b. Theteaching of James-Ja 2:1-5
-- When one hasthe mind of Chrigt, their lowliness of mind will be manifested by the
nature of their goals and the company they keep

[Findly, smilar to lowliness of mind, “ The Renewed Mind” also possesses...|

[H.HUMBLENESS OF MIND

A.

WHAT THISMEANS...
1. “Do not wiseinyour own opinion” (NKJV)
2. Some other trandations:
a. “Do not think too highly of yourselves’ (Twentieth Century NT)
b. “Do not be conceited” (Goodspeed)
c. “Anddon’t think you know it dl!” (Living Bible)
3. Similar warnings are found e sewhere:
a. Given by Solomon -Pro 3:7; 26:12
b. Lamented by Isaiah-1sa5:21
c. Cautioned by Paul -1 Co 3:18
-- A renewed mind will maintain a strong sense of humility, an awarenessthat one has
much to learn from God and others

HOW THISISPOSSIBLE...
1. Hopefully, by ligtening to the scriptures
a. Suchasthat foundin 1 Co 8:2
b. Thewisdom of thisworld isfoolishnessto God - 1 Co 1:20
c. Not many wise are receptive to the gospel - 1 Co 1:26
d. God has chosen to confound the arrogant in their wisdom - 1 Co 1:27-29
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2. Hopefully, aded by knowledge and experience

a. Often, the more you learn, the more you redize how much you don’t know
b. Often, the older you get, the more you redize how little you know
3. Hopefully, by the example of Christ
a. Who waswilling to submit to the will of His Father - Jn 6:38; 5:30
b. Who did not think so highly of Himsdlf that He viewed equality with God something to
be exploited - Ph 2:6 (cf. NRSV)
-- Adopting the mind of Christ will go along way to helping maintain humility about
one’s self

CONCLUSION

1. Suchaethequditiesof “ The Renewed Mind” ...

a

b.

C.

Sameness of mind
Lowliness of mind
Humbleness of mind

2. The more we adopt the mind of Chrigt, and make it our own...

a

b
C.
d

The more we will think the same

. Thelesswe will be snobbish, and ambitious over the wrong things

The more we will associate with the less fortunate

. Theless conceited and arrogant we will be

Such are the qudlities of those who have the mind of Chrigt, and are being transformed by the renewing
of ther minds. Are we setting our minds on things above, where Chrigt is (Co 3:1-2)? If we have been
raised with Chrigt (via baptism, Co 2:12), that is our duty!

If we have not yet been raised with Christ, why not today? Render obedience to the gospd in faith,
repentance, and baptism, that you might begin to wak in newness of life...! - Ac 2:38; Ro 6:3-4
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Responding To Evil
Romans 12:17-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Thetwelfth chapter of Romans has much to say about what is expected of Chrigtians...
a. Ingened teems- R0 12:1-2

1)
2)
3)
4)

They are to present themsalves as living sacrifices to God

They are not to be conformed to thisworld

They areto be transformed by the renewing of their minds

They areto prove what is God' s good, acceptable, and perfect will

b. In more specific terms- Ro 12:3-16

1
2)
3)
4)
5
6)
7)
8)
9)

They areto fulfill their function in the body of Christ - Ro 12:3-8

They are to love without hypocrisy, abhorring whet isevil - Ro 12:9

They areto love brethren as family, esteeming one another highly - Ro 12:10

They areto serve the Lord diligently, with fervency of spirit - Ro 12:11

They areto rgoice in hope, be patient in tribuation, steadfast in prayer - Ro 12:12
They are to share in the needs of saints, pursue hospitality toward strangers - Ro 12:13
They are to bless those who persecute them - Ro 12:14

They are to rgjoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep - Ro 12:15
They areto be of the same mind, with humility and lowliness of mind - Ro 12:16

-- Such behavior is certainly an indication of a transfor mation!

2. But perhaps one of the greatest Sgns of transformation...
a. Ishow onerespondsto evil
b. Ishow onetreatstheir enemy
--  Human naturerespondsin kind, with vengeance; isthishow Chrigtiansareto respond?

3. Inourtext (Ro 12:17-21), we find what Bar nes describes as...
a. “..probably one of the most difficult precepts of Chrigtianity, but the law of Christ onthe
subject isunyidding.”
b. “Itisasolemn demand made on dl Hisfollowers, and it must be obeyed.”

[This*difficult precept” pertainsto how one reacts when mistreated by those who are evil.. |

I. HOW WE ARE TO RESPOND TO EVIL

A. REPAY NO ONE EVIL FOREVIL...

1
2.

Thus Paul writesin Ro 12:17a and elsawhere - 1 Th 5:15
Heisnot donein this prohibition

a. Solomon's counsel in Proverbs - Pro 20:22

b. Jesus teaching in the sermon on the mount - Mt 5:39

c. Pee’swritingin hisepidle-1 Pe 3:9

Thuswe are prohibited against responding to evil in kind
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B. REPLY TO EVIL WITH GOOD...

1. Notefirst what our concernisto be-Ro 12:17b,18
a. Tohaveregard for good thingsin the Sght of others
b. To live peacedbly with othersif at dl possble

2. Therefore, our response to evil isto reply with good - Ro 12:20
a. Asthe Law of Mosesingructed - Exo 23:4-5
b. AsDavid exemplified in his dedings with King Saul - 1 Sam 24:17
c. As Solomon counseled, and Paul quoted - Pro 25:21,22
d. AsJesustaught in His sermon on the mount - Mt 5:38-44

-- Note carefully that the responseisto be one of aggressive good will and kindness

[People normaly respond differently, depending upon ther ability (e.g., vengeance, saf-defense,
passive resstance, running away, helplessvictim). Y et Chrigtians are taught to respond with love.
Why? Paul explains..]

. WHY WE ARE TO RESPOND WITH GOOD

A. VENGEANCE BELONGSTO GOD...
1. VengeanceisaDivine prerogative - Ro 12:19

a

He certainly possesses the ability to administer it justly - ¢f. Nah 1:1-8
1) Heisdow to anger

2) He knows the hearts of men

He has the tools to administer vengeance

1) E.g, governing authorities- cf. Ro 13:1-4; 1 Pe 2:13-14

2) E.g. giving man up to the depravity of hissins - cf. Ro 1:18-32

3) E.g.,thecomingof theLord inflaming fire- cf. 2 Th 1:7-9

2. Therefore we areto give place to wrath

a

b.

The wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God - Ja 1:19-20
The wrath of man is more often awork of the flesh - Ga 5:19-21; Ep 4:31; Co 3:8

-- Itisamistaketo presumethat every example of Divine conduct means we can do
the samel!

B. VICTORY OVEREVIL ISMORE LIKELY...
1. Our god isto overcome evil - Ro 12:21
2. How can we best hope to overcome evil and change the evil person?

a

If wereact as.

1) Avenger, defender or passve resster

2) We only convince the opposition that might makes right

If wereact as:

1) Runner or helpless

2) Wemay only confirm the opposition's view that we are cowardly or weak

3. Themost likely way to both overcome evil and change the evil person is by reacting with
active good will!

a

b.

Isthis not how God sought to change the world? - Ro 5:8; Jn 3:16; Ro 2:4
Is this not how Jesus sought to change the world? - 1 Pe 2:21-25
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4. Cetanly Jesus example demondrates a better way to handle conflict and evil...
a.  Hishumility and sacrificid love has mativated many to turn from sin
b. Andwearecdledtowak in His steps!

5. Those who do follow Jesus example often make a powerful impact on others:

Kim Joon-gon has seen 2,000 out of 20,000 people on Chunnam Idland murdered by
the Communists. They dragged his family to a spot where 160 people from two villages
had gathered to beat the Christians. There Kim's father and wife were beaten to death
and Kim was left for dead. When he revived and sought safety at an acquaintance's
house, he was turned over to the Communists. Only the sudden appearance of an
American ship off the idand coast saved him this time, for the Communist soldiers hurried
away to battle.

He hid out in the countryside until the South Korean army captured the idand. The
Communists who had killed his wife and father were arrested. Because it was wartime,
the police chief had authority to execute without trial. But as the chief prepared to kill the
men, Kim pleaded, ‘ Spare them. They were forced to kill.’

The police chief showed great surprise. ‘It was your family they killed! Why do you
now ask for their lives?

Kim replied quietly, ‘ Because the Lord, whose | am and whom | serve, would have
me show mercy to them.’

The Communists were spared execution because of Kim's plea. News of his action
spread among other Communist supporters in the area. When Kim later ascended a
mountain to preach to Communists hiding out, he was not killed. Many of the Communists
became Chrigtians, and when Kim finally left the idand there was a flourishing church of
108 members.

- Dictionary Of Illustrations, p. 188

CONCLUSION

1. Wemay never be caled upon to manifest the power of responding to evil with good in such a
remarkable way, but...
a. We can begin by how we respond to persona abuses we often receive from others
b. We can reect to evil trestment even on asmadl scale with active good will

2. Reacting to evil with good will does not ways convert the evildoer...
a. Jesuswas crucified on the cross, enduring hodtility by snners-He 12:2-3
b. Insuch caseswe must commit our cause to God, as did Jesus - 1 Pe 2:21-23; 4:19

3. But there other reasons for responding to evil with good...
a. To bedifferent than Snners- Lk 6:32-34
b. Tobelike our Heavenly Father - Lk 6:35-36
c. Torecaveablessng (morelikey to love life and see good days) - 1 Pe 3:9-12

Do you dedreto “love life and see good days’? Then be transformed by the renewing of your mind
and demondtrate that God' s will for responding to evil isindeed good, acceptable, and perfect...!
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The Christian’s Duty To Gover nment
Romans 13:1-7

INTRODUCTION

1. Chrigians are blessed to be citizens of a heavenly kingdom...
a. Our dtizenship isin heaven - Ph 3:20
b. We have been conveyed into the kingdom of God's dear Son-Co 1:13; Re 1:9
-- Assuch, wearedescribed as*“ sojournersand pilgrims’ in thisworld - 1 Pe 2:11

2. As*“pilgrims’, we live and work under the governments of men...
a. Withavariety of political sysems. democracies, kingdoms, dictatorships, etc.
b. Offering varying degrees of freedom, respongbilities, etc.
-- What isour duty to such governments?

3. TheLord's church began and thrived during the Roman Empire...
a. To Chridiansin the cgpita city of Rome, Paul wrote of their responsibility
b. To Christians dispersed in outlying areas of the Empire, Peter did dso
-- TheChristian’sduty to government ismade very clear by the aposties

[Using Paul’s commentsin Ro 13:1-7 as our Sarting point, let’s review what our duties are...]

|. BE SUBJECT

A. THERULE...
1. Stressed twice by Paul
a. “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities” - Ro 13:1
b. “Therefore you must be subject...” - Ro 13:5
2. Peter likewise taught thisduty - 1 Pe 2:13-14
a. “Therefore submit yoursdves...”
1) Submit mears “be subject to”
2) Signifying “to place one's salf under subjection; to render one's salf subordinate”
b. We areto submit “to every ordinance of man”
1) Theword “ordinance’ literdly means“a crestion”
2) The Greeks and Romans described the appointment of officers asthe “ creation” of
them
3) Thusthe expresson “ordinance’ actudly refers:
a) Not to aparticular law passed by government
b) But to the civil government or indtitution itself
c) Cf.“to every human ingitution” (NASB, NRSV)
4) Notethat we are to submit to every humean inditution (whether it be a monarchy,
democracy, totditarian State, etc.)
- Our responsibility isclear: “Let every soul be subject” - Ro 13:1
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B. THE REASON...
1. Governing authorities that exist have been appointed by God! - Ro 13:1
a. Asemphasized in the book of Danid - Dan 2:20-21; 4:17,25a,32a
b. Eventhosethat are evil, which God often uses for His divine purposes and then
replaces - cf. Exo 9:16 (Egypt); 1sa 10:5-12 (Assyria)
2. Thereforeto resst government meansto resst God Himsdf! - Ro 13:2-4
a. Toresg isto bring judgment upon one s sHf
b. For government isaminister of God, designed to avenge evil
3. Peter adds two good reasons - 1 Pe 2:15
a. Frg and foremog, “thisisthe will of God”
1) Cf.dso, “for the Lord’'ssake” -1 Pe 2:13
2) Thiswill sufficefor dl true servants of God
b. That we may “put to Slence the ignorance of foolish men”
1) Because of ther dlegiance to a heavenly king, Chrigtians are often fasdly accused
of sedition or treason - eg., Ac 17:5-8
2) By doing good (eg., by submitting), we can “slence’ (lit., muzzle) ignorant charges
-- Toavoid wrath and have a good conscience, “you must be subject” - Ro 13:5

C. THEEXCEPTION TO THE RULE...

1. Itisnot whenever government is oppressve
a. Congder the government and conditions when Paul and Peter wrote
b. The government was totditarian, under Nero’s evil and despotic rule as emperor
c. Under Nero'sreign, Chrigtians suffered greetly - cf. 1 Pe 4:12-13; 5:8-9
d. Paul and Peter were eventudly martyred

2. Theonly exception: we must obey God rather than man!
a. Asillustrated by Peter and the apostles - Ac 4:18-20; 5:27-29
b. When government tries to force us to disobey God, we must disobey the government
c. Eventhen, we may bresk only the particular law designed to force disobedience to God
d. We have no authority to bresk other laws in protest to the unjust law

--  When gover nment seeksto stifle our serviceto God, we must obey God rather
than man!

[Aswe return to our text, we note additiona duties to government...]

. PAY WHAT ISDUE

A. WE ARE TO PAY TAXES...
1. Asan act of submission we should pay our taxes- Ro 13:6
2. Also other feesthat are due, such as customs - Ro 13:7
-- Wemay not approve of how the taxes are spent, but | doubt the early Christians
approved of how Nero spent the gover nment’s money either

B. WE ARE TO PAY RESPECT...
1. Fear to whom fear isdue-Ro 13:7
a. Such aspolice officers, judges
b. Andif you do evil, be afraid! - Ro 13:4
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2. Honor to whom honor isdue- Ro 13:7; cf. 1 Pe 2:17
a. Such as presdents, kings, governors, locd leaders
b. Out of respect for the office, if not for the man (or woman)
-- Our duty isnot limited to those whose political or personal behavior we approve

[Before we end our study, we should certainly note another duty to government that is ours...]
[11.PRAY

A. FORKINGSAND ALL INAUTHORITY...

1. Weareto offer supplications, prayers, intercessions- 1 Ti 2:1-2
a. Praying for those who lead, not only our country, but those around the world
b. Praying that they rule with wisdom, righteousness, and mercy

2. Weareto offer thanks- 1 Ti 2:1-2
a. Taking timeto thank God for those who rule well
b. Thanking God for when we live in peace and prosperity, and for protecting us when we

do not
-- Aninvaluable contribution Christians can give their country aretheir prayers

B. THAT WE MIGHT LEAD GOOD LIVES...
1. Goodinamateriad sense, to enjoy quiet and peaceful times- cf. 1 Th 4:11; He 12:14a
2. Good inagpiritua sense, free to be godly and reverent - cf. He 12: 14b
-- AsGod worksthrough the gover nments of men to bestow peace, prayer should be
apriority for those who wish to live in peace

CONCLUSION

1. Theduties placed on Chrigtians toward their earthly governments are clear and smple...
a. Besubject to governing authorities
b. Pay what isduein taxes and respect
c. Pray for dl thosein pogtions of authority

2. Beyond this our involvement in the affairs of government may fdl into the redlm of judgment...
a.  Should we enter politics, servein law enforcement, enligt in the military?
b. Such questions have been debated by Christians for centuries
-- Onethingisclear, we must obey God rather than man, and avoid becoming entangled
with the affairs of thislifeto the neglect of our serviceto God (2 Ti 2:4)

AsaChrigian, are you fathfully fulfilling your duty to earthly government, while sojourning as acitizen of
aheavenly kingdom...?
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|ndebted To Love
Romans 13:8-10

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our duty to government, Paul commanded to pay what is due (taxes and customs, fear and honor
-cf. R0 13:7

He then proceeded to discuss our duty to our fellow man (to owe no one anything, except to love
one another) - cf. Ro 13:8

This does not forbid borrowing where contract obligations are met...
a. Otherwise Jesus would not have permitted borrowing - cf. Mt 5:42
b. Certainly debts should be paid - cf. Psa 37:21

This appears to be a use of the comparative “not”...
a. Where“not” isnot used asaliteral prohibition
b. But to compare one thing to another (not this..but this)
c. For example, look at Jn 6:27
1) Did Jesus condemn working for food?
2) No, He was emphasizing what is most important

Thepoint isthis. we owe adebt to always love one ancther...
a. “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another” (NIV)
b. “Leave no debt unpaid except the standing debt of mutua love” (Weymouth)

[Thus Chrigtians should dwaysfed “ Indebted To Love’. Asto reasonswhy, consider...]

WHY WE OWE THE DEBT

A. IT FULFILLSTHE LAW OF MOSES...
1. Jewish Chrigtians were dow to give up the Law - eg., Ac 21: 20ff
2. Sometried to bind elements of the Law on Gentiles- eg., Ac 15:1,5
3. The gpodtles (and Holy Spirit) withstood such efforts - cf. Ac 15:28; Ga 5:1-4; Ro 7:4-6
4. The command to love fulfilled much of the Law - Ro 13:8-10
-- Jewish Chrigtians could take comfort in knowing that keeping the command to love
one another fulfilled the Law

B. IT FULFILLSTHE GOSPEL OF CHRIST...
1. Jesusgave Hisdisciples anew commandment - Jn 13:34,35; 15:12
a. Toloveoneanother
b. AsHeloved us
2. The gospd revedsthat God islove, and loveisof God -1Jn 4:7-11
a. Those who love are born of God and know Him
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b. God loved us, and so we ought to love another
-- Asdisciplesof Chrigt, it isonly natural that we emulate the love shown us

[For such reasons, we “ought” (indebted) to love one another. How can we pay this“debt”...7]

II. HOW WE PAY THE DEBT

A. THROUGH IMITATING JESUS...
1. Jesus setsthe standard - Jn 13:34; 15:12
a. WeaetoloveasHeloved us
b. Thisraisesthe qudity of love (compared to loving one as yoursdf)
2. Jesus stsahigh standard - Jn 15:13; 1 Jn 3:16-18

a

By laying down His life for His friends

b. Wedso ought to lay down our life for the brethren
-- In principle, the example of Jesusillustrates how we pay the debt we owe

B. THROUGH ACTIVE GOOD WILL...
1. Paul defined truelove-1 Co 13:4-8

a

Defined by what it does

1) Sufferslong and iskind, rgoicesin thetruth

2) Bearsdl things, bdievesdl things, hopes dl things, endures dl things

Defined by what it does not do

1) Doesnot envy; does not parade itsdf, is not puffed up

2) Does not behave ruddy, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil
3) Doesnat rgoicein iniquity, and never fals

2. We can pay on the debt by treating one another in this way

a

b
C.
d.
e

Be patient and kind; rgoicing in what istruth

. Forbearing with one ancther, beieving and hoping for the best in one another

Free from envy, arrogance, pride, and sdfish interests
Thinking no evil of abrother, and grieved when seeing one transgress
Never faling to love as Chrit loved us

- In practice, Paul’s description provides guidance on how we pay the debt we owe

CONCLUSION

1. Thedebt we owe can never be fully pad...
a  For we areto love one another as Christ loved us
b. Yet Hislove*passesknowledge’ - cf. Ep 3:19

2. Thuswe should alwaysfed an indebtedness...
a Toincreaeinlove-cf. 1 Th 4:9-10
b. Toabound in love sill more and more - cf. Ph 1:9

In this way we can “gpprove the things thet are excellent” and “be sincere and without offense till the
day of Chrig.” (Ph 1:10). Isthisnot sufficient motivation to be “Indebted To Love"...?
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It’s Time To Wake Up!
Romans 13:11-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Apathy and lethargy are problemsthat often afflict the people of God...
a. Many Chrigians smply “go through the motions’
b. Many Churches exigt, but with little zed or progress

2. Such problems were common in New Testament times...
a. Thechurchin Ephesus left their fird love- Re 2:4
b. The church in Laodicea became lukewarm - Re 3:15-16

3. Paul felt the need to exhort the brethren in Rome to awake from deep - Ro 13:11-14
a. “To awake from cardessness and indifference’ - B. W. Johnson
b. “To shake off dothfulness, security, and dl former anful courses’ - Poole
c. Toawakefrom “supid, fata indifference to eterna things’ - JFB

[Have we become |ethargic and indifferent to eterna things? If so, “1t’s Time To Wake Up!” With
Paul’ s exhortation before us, consider some reasons...

. WHY WE NEED TO WAKE (11-12a)

A. KNOWING THE TIME...
1. Knowing the nature of time
a Timeisshort
b. Timeisfleding-Ja 4:14-17
2. Knowing whet timeit is
a. Now isthetimeto obey the Lord
b. Now isday of sdvation-2 Co 6:1-2

B. OUR SALVATION ISNEARER...
1. Our svationisnearer - in wha way?
a. Thelordsreturn isnearer
b. Our own death is nearer, should we die before the Lord returns - cf. He 9:27
2. Thanwefirs believed
a. Every day brings us closer
b. Think of how much time has gone by since we bdieved!

C. THENIGHT ISFAR SPENT...
1. Thenight - referring to the mora darkness of thisworld - cf. 1 Jn 2:8
2. Isfar spent - lit.,, “iscut off” It is becoming short; it is hastening to aclose- cf. 1 Co 7:31b
3. Thisworld and time as we know it will not last long
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D. THE DAY ISAT HAND...
1. “Theday of eterna blessednessisat hand - is about to dawn on usin our glorious
resurrection unto eternd life’ - Clarke
2. Until which the Word of God serves as alight shining in the dark - cf. 2 Pe 1:19

[Since these things are true, let uswalk (conduct oursalves) properly.. ]

. HOW WE OUGHT TO WALK (12b-14)

A. CASTING OFF THE WORK S OF DARKNESS...
1. Suchthings as mentioned in thistext:
a. Revdry, drunkenness, lewdness
b. Lug, grife, envy
2. Such things as mentioned in other texts:
a. Adultery, fornication, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of
wrath, sdifish ambitions, dissenson's, heresies, murders - cf. Ga 5:19-21
b. Passon, evil dedire, covetousness, anger, mdice, blagphemy, filthy language, lying - cf.
Co 358

B. PUTTING ON THE ARMOR OF LIGHT...
1. Thebreagtplate of faith and love, the hope of salvation asahelmet -1 Th 5:8
2. That armor of God including truth, righteousness, the gospd, faith, the hope of savation, the
Word of God - cf. Ep 6:10-17

C. PUTTING ON THE LORD JESUS...

1. Frg,inbaptism
a. Forinbaptismwe “put on” Chrig - Ga 3:27
b. Weaerasd “with” Chrig, “mede dive together with Him” - Co 2:11-13

2. Then,in developing Christ-like character
a. Putting on the new man, renewed in knowledge, with tender mercies, kindness, humility,

meekness, longsuffering, forbearance, forgiving one another, love - Co 3:10-14

b. Being renewed in mind, anew man in true righteousness and holiness - Ep 4:20-24
c. Growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Chrigt - cf. 2 Pe 1:5-8; 3:18

D. MAKING NO PROVISION FOR THE FLESH...
1. Something we must do!
a. If wewant tolive spiritudly - cf. Ro 8:12-13a
b. If wedesrethelove of the Father - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17
2. Something we can do!
a. Withthead of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:13b; Ep 3:16,20; Ga 5:16-17
b. Withthead of God's providence- cf. 1 Co 10:13
c. Withthead of watchful prayer - Mt 26:41; cf. 1 Pe4:7; 5:8
3. How serious are wein this regard?
a. Do we avoid circumstances that might tempt the flesh?
b. Do we abstain from activities that arouse fleshly lugts?
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CONCLUSION

1. Brethren, are we deeping...?
a. Indifferent to matters of the spirit, careless about things eternd?
b. Lethargicin our service to the Lord, apathetic about our spiritua well-being?

2. Ifso, then“It’'sTimeToWakeUp!” ...
a. Thetimeto change and grow will be soon be gone!
b. Theday of eternity will arrive and we won't be ready!

3. Let usbe children of the day, not of the night...
a. Put ontheLord Jesus
b. Put ontheamor of light
c. Walk properly
d. Make no provison for the flesh to fulfill its fleshly lugts

...and we can look forward to obtaining savation through Jesus Chrigt! - ¢f. 1 Th 5:1-11
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Admonitions To The Strong And Weak

Romans 14:1-15:7

INTRODUCTION

1. Animportant part of the Chridtian life is getting dong with brethren...
a. Jesus prayed for unity among believers- Jn 17:20-23
b. Paul condemned divison among Chrigtians- 1 Co 1:10-13
c. Jesusdied to make Jew and Gentile one new man and one body - Ep 2:14-16

2. Unity did not come easlly in the early church...
a.  Jewish Chrigtians were reluctant to accept Gentile Chrigtians - cf. Ac 15:1-5
b. Knowledgeable Christians were not always consderate - cf. 1 Co 8:10-12

3. Unity does not come easily in the church today...
a. People comeinto the kingdom from dl sorts of religious backgrounds
b. Their leved of knowledge, their rate of spiritua growth, varieswiddy

[To ensure that brethren receive one another as they should, Paul wrote alengthy discourse in which he
provides “ Admonitions To The Strong And Weak” (Ro 14:1-15:7). Aswe consider these
admonitions, let’sdo so in the form of answering some key questions...]

. WHOISA ‘WEAK’' BROTHER?

A. ONEWHO IS'WEAK” IN THE FAITH...

Who has doubts about certain things- Ro 14:1

One who eats only vegetables- Ro 14:2

One who esteems one day above another - Ro 14:5-6

One who stumbles over meat and wine - Ro 14:21

E.g., a new Jewish Christian whose conscience had been trained by the Law to
abstain from certain foods, to observe certain holidays

B. NOT ONE ‘IGNORANT" IN THE FAITH...

1.

The weak brother was certainly not ignorant after reading this epistle

a. Heistold that God accepts the other brother - Ro 14:3

b. Heistold that God declares dl foods clean - Ro 14:14,20; cf. Mk 7:18,19; 1 Ti 4:4
But his conscience was not yet ready to accept what the Lord alows

There are il lingering doubts - Ro 14:1

Heis not yet fully convinced - Ro 14:5b

Heisgrieved by certain foods - Ro 14:15

He cannot eat without offense - Ro 14:20

He is prone to ssumble and become weaker - Ro 14:21

He cannot eat with faith (astrong conviction) - Ro 14:23

E g., aJew or Mudlim who becomesa Christian, yet still struggles with their

"0 Q0T

Sermons From Romans 68



Mark A. Copeland

newfound liberty in Christ

[The wesk brother knows what is right, but his conscience has yet to be sufficiently retrained to partake
in that which for so long had been asin for him. On the other hand, consider..]

II. WHO ISA ‘STRONG’ BROTHER?

A. ONEWHO ISSTRONG IN ‘THE’ FAITH...
1. Heknowsthat God has received him - Ro 14:3
2. Heknowswhat the Lord hasreveded - Ro 14:14,20; cf. Mk 7:18,19; 1 Ti 4:4
-- l.e, aChrigtian who iswdll taught in the ways of the Lord

B. ONEWHO ISSTRONG IN ‘HIS FAITH...
1. Who believes he may est dl things- Ro 14:2
2. Onewho observes every day dike - Ro 14:5-6
3.  Onewho does not condemn himsdf in what he approves - Ro 14:22
-- l.e, aChrigtian who can enjoy God-given freedom without qualms of conscience

[In any congregation, you are likely to find both strong and wesk brethren as described in this passage.
What is expected of those who are weak...7]

1. ADMONITIONSTO THE WEAK

A. DO NOT JUDGE (CONDEMN) YOUR BROTHER...

1. For God hasreceived him - Ro 14:3
a.  God hasrevealed that what he doesiis acceptable - cf. Mk 7:18,19; 1 Ti 4:4
b. Thewesk brother knows this; by reading this epistle, if not before - Ro 14:14,20

2. HeisChrigt’'s servant, not yours- Ro 14:4
a.  We cannot judge or condemn another servant whom God has accepted - Ro 14:4
b. Such judgment belongs to Chrigt, before whom we will dl stand - Ro 14:10-133; cf.

dsnJa4:11-12

-- Theweak brother isnot told to accept a brother whom he believesto be in error;

rather, heisnot to condemn a brother who isdoing what God hasrevealed

B. DO NOT VIOLATE YOUR CONSCIENCE...

1. Do that which you are able to do with full conviction - Ro 14:5b

2. Refran from doing anything about which you have doubts - Ro 14:22-23

3. Saving the Lord with a clear conscience isimportant
a. Jesus shed His blood to cleanse our conscience - He 9:14; 10:22
b. Thegod isto have agood conscience- 1 Ti 1:5,19; 2 Ti 1:3
c. The conscience can be regjected, seared, and defiled - 1 Ti 1:19; 4:1-2; Ti 1:15

-- Paul would not have the brother whose faith isweak to do anything to weaken his
conscience

[Paul’ s concern for the weak is evident elsewhere (cf. 2 Co 11:29), and in our text by noting that the
bulk of this passage is actualy directed toward the strong brother...]
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IV.ADMONITIONSTO THE STRONG

A. RECEIVE YOUR WEAK BROTHER...
1. Not for the purpose of disputing over what he has doubts - Ro 14:1
2. Don't despise your brother - Ro 14:3
3. Don't show contempt for your brother - Ro 14:10
4. Bear with their scruples- Ro 15:1
-- A grong brother must be careful not to be arrogant, but consider ate

B. DON'T PUT UP STUMBLING BLOCKS...
1. Don't put up occasonsfor himto fdl - Ro 14:13b
2. Don't grieve your brethren with your liberty - Ro 14:15a
3. Don't destroy your brother with your liberty - Ro 14:15b,20a
4. Don't let your good be spoken of asevil - Ro 14:16
-- A gtrong brother must be car eful lest hisabuse of liberty lead to his own downfall

C. PURSUE PEACE AND EDIFICATION...

1. For the kingdom of God is not about food - Ro 14:17-18
a. Itisabout righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit
b. Hewho serves Chrit in such things is acceptable to God, approved by men

2. Strivefor that which brings peace and edifies one another - Ro 14:19
a. Blessed are the peacemakers - ¢f. Mt 5:9; 2 Co 13:11; 1 Pe 3:10-11
b. Our goa should be one of building each other up - cf. Ro 15:2

-- A grong brother must caremorefor hisbrother than for himsdf - Ro 15:1-3

CONCLUSION

1. What isthe goa of such admonitions to the strong and wesk...?
a.  That brethren be like-minded toward one another - Ro 15:5
b. That brethren might glorify God with one mind and one mouth - Ro 15:6
c. That brethren might receive one ancther to the glory of God - Ro 15:7
-- Isthisnot sufficient motive to take Paul’s admonitions serioudy?

2. Thuswe areto recelve one another as Christ received us...
a. Herecelved usin our weskness- Ro 5:6
b. Hislongsuffering works toward our sdvation - 2 Pe 3:15
-- Should not we who are strong extend the same courtesy to our weaker brethren?

Spesking of Chrigt having received us...have we received Him in faith and baptism? - cf. Jn 1:12; Ga
3:26-27
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